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The Month 


REPORTAGE BY MR. HEARST 
[IF OCTOBER is propitious for making revolu- 


tions, June is a good time to nip them in the 
bud. Perhaps it was this working principle which 
led the New York Evening Journal to hurry a 
reporter and photographer to the Jersey Home- 
steads on the trail of a red herring. With the 
right practice under Mr. Hearst and the alleged 
recourse to some liquor to dull their alarm (if 
not conscience), they found obligingly what they 
were instructed to uncover. On June 5th the 
Evening Journal reported the project sponsored 
by the Resettlement Administration as a “Red 
Dream Village’ which threatens to become a 
model of iniquity for other such villages. 


Elated by the alleged drinks, a mission and June 
weather, the two newspapermen landed on the pro- 
ject grounds in a mood of scientific experiment. 
They first attempted to provoke mistreatment 
against themselves, which concededly would have 
made attractive, if somewhat self-sacrificing copy. 
Having failed, it is alleged again that they con- 


soled each other with more liquor and returned 
to “interview” Mr. Ralph Armstrong, the pro- 
ject’s Washington representative. Less experi- 
mentally-minded, they now advised Mr. Arm- 
strong that no matter what he had to say they 
would write adversely about a Roosevelt enter- 
prise. 


As a consequence of this adventure, the Evening 
Journal’s lead rested almost wholly on a statement 
written by Mayor E. Drew Silver of Hightstown, 
a Republican gentleman whose sociological views 
on the neighboring Jersey Homesteads have al- 
ready embarassed many of his townspeople. The 
garment factory, the sewing machinery, the co- 
operative farm, the hospital, theatre, community 
center and the homes for rehabilitating unem- 
ployed needle workers are to Mayor Silver—‘‘a 
waste of taxpayer’ smoney”’. They are ‘“un-Amer- 
ican’’; assist ‘“‘an undesirable element”’; are “‘con- 
ceived as a cooperative and Communistic village.” 
This the Hearst observers could verify at a glance 
as they described the settlement planted in a mud 
hole, without grass and surrounded by an uncut 
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jungle five miles from any civilization (i.e. from 
Hightstown, New Jersey). If the reader is in- 
terested in how the camera can be made to lie, 
let him compare a close-up of the project in the 
Evening Journal of June sth with those in the 
New York Times of June 14th. 

How expertly Hearst’s reporters are encour- 
aged to observe can be deduced further from the 
statement that Boris Drasin, the chairman of this 
workers’ cooperative, is a “little Stalin”, since he 
was not only born in Russia, but has also been, 
save the mark—a labor leader. 


ALAS, POOR ELECTORATE 
AS WE go to press, the fireworks of the Demo- 
cratic Convention are just subsiding, but 
the platforms of the Socialist, Republican, and 
Union parties have already become history. The 
Republican platform, ‘‘as shaped by Borah”, is 
not the liberal document many ‘“‘new-guard” Re- 
publicans hoped for. It opposes government own- 
ership of utilities, defends the usurpation of au- 
thority by the Supreme Court, advocates what it 
terms “the American system of free enterprise’, 
and frankly protects the interests of big business. 
Its labor clause is vitiated by a joker. Though 
proclaiming labor’s right ‘to bargain collectively 
through representatives of its own choosing”, the 
labor plank aims to guarantee the establishing of 
company unions. Ostensibly more liberal, though 
actually not less reactionary, is the Union Party 
platform which presents a farrago of all would- 
be fascist ideologies in American life. The Union 
program stands for “ a self-contained and self- 
sustained” America which will have an “adequate 
and perfect” navy, army, and air force. In order 
to catch votes, the newly-formed Union Party 
offers everything to everyone. Congress, accord- 
ing to the Union program, will legislate ‘‘produc- 
tion at a profit for the farmer”, “a living annual 
wage for all laborers’, opportunities for all young 
men “‘to earn a decent living” and ‘‘a decent secur- 
ity for the aged”. Congress will also perform 
the thaumaturgic trick of both protecting private 
property from confiscation, and of taxing away 
the undue size of over-large net annual incomes. 
In vivid contrast to this hocus-pocus of miracles 
are the immediate demands presented in the So- 
cialist party program. The Socialist planks are 
specific and realistic. They contain proposals for 
social ownership of mines, railroads, power in- 
dustry, and other key industries; abolition of ten- 
ant farming, the conversion of plantations and 
corporation farms into cooperative farms, and so- 
cial insurance against crop failures; the establish- 
ment of a thirty-hour labor week, prohibition of 
company unions, and abolition of injunctions in 
labor disputes; amendments to the Constitution 
which will end the usurped power of the Supreme 
Court, grant power to acquire and operate in- 
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dustries, eliminate child labor, and make the pass- 
ing of future amendments less difficult. With such 
an array of demands, under normal conditions, the 
Socialist party should have been in a position to 
have led this year in the creation of a Farmer 
Labor Party—the third party America so badly 
needs. Hundreds of thousands, if not millions, 
of Americans are tired of the claptrap and the 
buncomb remedies offered by the existing major 
parties. The planks of the Socialist party present 
policies which might have served as a rallying 
point for a united front of workers, farmers, and 
of many exploited elements which technically be- 
long to the middle class. But petty inner dissen- 
sions within Socialist ranks inevitably paralyzed 
wholesome effort in the direction of constructive 
political organization. Hence the American elect- 
orate of 1936 will yet again be confronted by a 
situation in which it will have no real opportunity 
to cast a vote for a people’s third party which has 
a good fighting chance to be more than a protest 


group. 


THE WORLD CONGRESS 


THE coming World Congress in Geneva will 

give all groups in Jewish life an opportunity 
to consider questions affecting Jews throughout 
the world. Of course, the convening of the Con- 
gress has also given alarmists an opportunity to 
air some of their least attractive complexes. The 
gentlemen who fear that the Congress will furnish 
anti-Semites with further ammunition are not be- 
ing discreet. They are being madly utopian. They 
assume that Jew-hatred moves on a rational plane 
and may therefore be affected by reason or per- 
suasion. 

Those who think in terms of the Elders of Zion 
and of the International Jew, manipulator of the 
purse-strings of the universe, need no Congress 
to stimulate their imagination. German Jewry 
did its utmost to disassociate itself from other 
Jewries, and their reward has been Hitler. The 
opponents of the Congress.should realize that if 
the anti-Semite reasons he will understand that a 
Congress of Jews met to discuss the terrible prob- 
lems now facing all Jews is no more a super-par- 
liament or a super-state than a congress of inter- 
national scientists met to consider a plague, or a 
convention of Catholics met to discuss a religious 
question affecting them. If, as is the case, he 
does not reason, the time spent on considering 
his possible reaction is wasted. The most casual 
newspaper reader cannot help but understand that 
there are enough serious Jewish problems in vari- 
ous quarters of the globe to merit the concerted 
consideration of all Jews. The very publicity of 
the deliberations will perhaps aid in puncturing the 
myth of secret conclaves issuing mysterious direc- 
tions. 
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JULY 1936 
AMERICAN PRESS ON ZIONISM 


ig HAS been interesting to note the reaction of 

the press to the present disturbances in Pales- 
tine. Communist periodicals have naturally found 
the moment auspicious for their customary anti- 
Zionist blasts, not stopping at the most brazen 
falsification. (“The Histadrut and the Arab 
Worker” in our current issue points out the Frei- 
heit’s deliberate misquotation of Ben-Gurion). 
The liberal journals have been bending over back- 
wards in their zeal not to be mistaken for adjuncts 
of British imperialism, and the calisthenics invol- 
ved have brought some surprising results—note 
the amazing double-jointed performance of Mr. 
Viton in The Nation on which we comment sep- 
arately. Possibly even more significant of a new 
trend are the communications appearing in the 
general press. For years, Zionism has enjoyed 
a kind of mild goodwill in the non-Jewish world. 
“The ancient people of Israel in the land of Is- 
rael” appealed to Sunday-School memories as well 
as to an amiable readiness to dispose of a trouble- 
some problem in an apparently simple way. The 
departure of the Biblical Hebrews to the Prom- 
ised Land was accepted with benign equanim- 
ity. Lately there has been a change of tone. The 
former benevolence has given way to doubts and 
even active opposition. It has just occurred to 
many of our well-wishers that Palestine has an 
Arab population—Arabs who throw bombs, fire 
hospitals and shoot at buses. The question there- 
fore arises whether the Arabs are justified in 
throwing bombs or burning a baby home. Judg- 
ing from many communications seen in such papers 
as The New York Times and The Herald Trib- 
une, some disinterested friends of justice have de- 
cided that a higher ethics demands the champion- 
ing of Arab rights, now endangered by the ubi- 
quitous Jew. The letters of Prof. William Ernest 
Hocking, Professor of Philosophy at Harvard 
University, offer a fair sample of the present anti- 
Zionist barrage. We say “letters” advisedly, be- 
cause Professor Hocking’s communication has up 
to date appeared in a number of leading journals, 
among them The New York Times, The Herald 
Tribune and The Boston Herald. Even more im- 
pressive than the Professor’s title, are the statis- 
tical data with which his communication is weight- 
ed. Dr. Hocking was inspired by the recent 
statements of the Pro-Palestine Federation peti- 
tioning enlightened American Christian opinion 
to register its sympathy for Zionism. Professor 
Hocking seeks to warn these misled American 
Christians. This he does by summoning all the 
long-exploded fictions about the over-population 
of Palestine, the “boycott” of Arab labor, the 
“landless” Arab, etc. He undoubtedly writes 
in good faith, though we might advise him 
that the Simpson Report, which he quotes, 
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has long been considered a discredited and biased 
document. Unfortunately, though Zionists know 
all the answers, many uninformed readers will 
probably be impressed by the array of data mar- 
shalled by Professor Hocking. Nor is the Profes- 
sor a solitary phenomenon. The only way to 
meet the present deluge of misinformation about 
Zionism is by a counter-flood. Such letters must 
not appear without adequate answers. Charges 
like Edward Russell’s excellent reply to Professor 
Hocking should receive the same publicity as the 
original letter. Nor should the task of answering 
charges whose incorrectness is readibly demon- 
strable, devolve on only a few. It is the duty of 
every Zionist to be sufficiently familiar with the 
available material to assist in these refutations 
whenever necessary. Otherwise the ignorance of 
some of our opponents will da as much harm as 
the malevolence of others. 


PAGE ALBERT VITON 
WwHo is he? 


According to the Nation—‘‘a journalist travel- 
ling in the Near East who had the good fortune 
... to arrive in Damascus at the time of the gen- 
eral strike, and to reach Jerusalem in the midst 
of Arab riots”. But according to the B’Nai B’rith 
Monthly, he is ‘“‘a veteran Jewish newspaperman 
now living in Palestine.” 


What is he? 


For the Jewish readers of B’Nai Brith, he 
wrote from Jerusalem on April 28: ‘‘Behind the 
murder-bent mob . . . and the incendiary . . . prob- 
ably . . . (are) the nimble fingers and the fat 
pocketbook of a foreign power. .. . Lately, certain 
Arabs known to be lacking in means, have been 
spending freely. . . . There is even indisputable 
proof that many an extremist Arab party has got- 
ten generous financial backing from Rome. . . .” 


But for readers of the Nation, on April 20 he 
raised the Arab Jew-killers to the more dignified 
status of bona fide revolutionists. Having a keen 
eye for the likely response of his radical clientele, 
he distorted a phrase from Ben-Gurion in order 
to create the false impression that the Histadrut 
is an enemy of Arab labor; traduced Zionists by 
saying “every good Zionist sees the Arab as an 
unnecessary obstacle to his homeland dream”’; and 
identified himself with the Arab nationalist slogan 
that blood must flow in Palestine, for “Palestine 
is no picnic’. And again, on May 3, the great 
accomodating unknown (with no ‘“‘ax to grind’) 
wrote for the special benefit of readers of The 
Christian Century that his own theory of fascist 
origins (offered in his article in the B’Nai B'rith 
Monthly) is all poppycock. In fact there are no 


-murder-bent mobs in Palestine—only good patri- 
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otic nationalists. Adroitly adapting himself to 
the editorial policy of The Chirstian Century, the 
Janus-faced unknown next proceeded to bear per- 
sonal testimony that there may be “some truth in 
the argument that the coming of additional Jews 
will mean displacement of Arabs from their land.” 
(!!) Without blinking an eyelash, he charged 
that “in practice Jews do not want to make 
friends” with Arabs. And by way of proof, he 
related that right now, while Arabs are pillaging 
and shooting down Jews from ambush, “‘a Jewish 
girl threw herself out of a train . . . because, to 
her horror, she found herself the only Jewess in 
the coach.” Concluded the astute unknown: 
“With such a situation, what wonder that mas- 
sacres have taken place.” And by way of pro- 
phetic peroration, he preached to readers of The 
Christian Century: “Blood has flowed in the past 
on the stones of the once Holy Land, and more, 
much more, I am afraid, will flow in the future.” 

Why is he? 

Yes, we page Mr. Albert Viton. Who is He? 
What is He? Why is He? Both the Jewish and the 
non-Jewish journalistic world is entitled to know. 
A reliable journalist who can attune his lyre to har- 
monize with the needs of a varying reading public 
is really a pearl of inestimable price. 
fair that only three publications should enjoy pri- 
vate access to his remarkably diverse contribu- 
tions. 


PREMIUM FOR MURDER 
EWISH readers may well wonder why The 


Christian Century—an undenominational jour- 
nal of religion issued in Chicago—has adopted the 
cause of the intransigent Arab nationalists, Since 
the bloody Sunday of April 19 Arabs in Palestine 
have been beating to death and_ shooting 
down Jews, bombing Jewish homes, and 
setting Jewish crops on fire. Certain Arabs 
are engaged in these crimes with the avowed 
purpose of terrorizing world Jewry, stop- 
ping Jewish immigration to Palestine, sup- 
pressing the present Jewish population, and 
nullifying Jewish rights within their national 
homeland. Does The Christian Century really 
sympathize with those objectives? And does it 
actually approve the technique which Arab nation- 
alists use to gain their ends? The present out- 
rages are not the first perpetrated in Palestine. 
In 1929 when Jews were smaller in numbers, 
Arabs resorted to massacre.of children in Hebron, 
slaughter of old men in Safed, and massed assaults 
on isolated Jewish colonies. Then, too, their 
aim was to terrorize. In 1929, infanticide and 


butchery received a reward. At that time the 
British government, attempting to pacify the kill- 
ers, unwisely penalized the Jewish victims by tem- 
porarily curtailing Jewish immigration. 


Encour- 


It is not 
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aged by memories of past success, Arabs are now 
repeating their old murderous game. Only now, 
since Jews have become much larger in numbers 
and open attack is therefore out of question, Arab 
nationalists have taken to assassinating from am- 
bush. The situation is indeed tragic. And appar- 
ently there are’ only two solutions to what seems 
like an impasse: either Jews are to be driven into 
the Mediterranean or be permitted to settle speed- 
ily in numbers so large that even Arabs will realize 
that their notion of wrecking the Jewish national 
homeland is fantastically unreal. In harmony with 
this latter view the Jewish Agency has called upon 
the Mandatory Government to keep its pledge 
and “‘to initiate a policy of active and sytematic 
encouragement of the work of Jewish settlement 
and development in order within the shortest period 
of time, to render the structure of the Jewish na- 
tional home immune from attack.” Under the 
circumstances, why does The Christian Century 
choose to interpret the Jewish Agency appeal as 
meaning that Jews are “expecting British bayon- 
ets .. . to hold the Arabs in subjection until the 
Jewish population has become large enough to 
do its own suppressing of Arab dissenters”? The 
Christian Century knows only too well how ‘“‘Arab 
dissenters” are expressing their dissent: by mur- 
dering Jews from ambush and by deliberately fan- 
ning the flames of racial hatred. When, in order 
to protect the Jewish population against lynching 
and slaughter, the Government authorities prop- 
erly undertake to disperse murder-bent mobs and 
to prevent snipers shooting from the dark, is it 
fair to label this attempt to restore civil order as 
the employment of “British bayonets” for pur- 
poses of “subjection”? And is it not a monstrous 
distortion of facts to attribute to the Jewish popu- 
lation imaginary desires to “suppress” the Arabs? 
It is the Arabs, and not the Jews, who are out to 
suppress at all costs. It is Arabs, and not Jews, 
who are using bayonets. It is the Arabs 
who are seeking to suppress the Jewish pop- 
ulation by trying to close the doors to Jew- 
ish immigration, prohibit ‘Jewish purchase of 
land, and annul the right of the Jewish 
people to develop its homeland. Would it 
not be more seemly for a religious publication to 
exhort the attackers, rather than the victims, and 
to urge Arab nationalists to abandon their policy 
of murder, vandalism and destruction? Both 
Arabs and Jews have historic claims on. Palestine; 
there is room enough for both without the need 
of either national group dominating the other. 
If this be true—and Zionists believe that this is 
true—The Christian Century should support Jew- 
ish rights for settlement rather than advocate or 
condone the intransigent anti-Jewish claims of the 
present Arab leaders. To yield to chauvinist Arab 
demands would only be offering a preniium for 
murder and encourage repetition of outrages. 
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ARAB ATROCITIES 


THE situation in Palestine remains unchanged 

save for the increase not only in the number 
but the bestiality of Arab attacks. It is hard to 
measure degrees of atrocity, or to discover fine 
shades of difference in slaughter, but even terror- 
ists have a code. Those who pretend to see a re- 
semblance between the Russian terrorists and the 
Arab murderers are defaming the memory of the 
Russian revolutionists, True enough, the Russian 
terrorists also threw bombs, but their bombs had 
a definite aim. They were directed at a specific 
individual for specific reasons. The terrorist act 
was planned with the greatest care to avoid wan- 
ton bloodshed. When the Russian revolutionist, 
Calyaev, waiting on a street-corner for the carri- 
age of the Czar’s uncle, saw that his intended vic- 
tim was accompanied by his wife and children, he 
did not throw the bomb. He surrendered what 
was for him a possibly unrepeatable opportunity. 
The next day he wrote a letter to the wife in which 
he gave thanks for the momentary glimpse of the 
woman and children in the speeding carriage, a 
glimpse which had prevented him from shedding 
innocent blood . 


We hold no brief for terrorism on any plane. 
We are not suggesting that the Arabs be more 
selective in their bombings, but we would like to 
point out that the sub-human savagery of their 
assassinations has nothing in common with revolu- 
tionary terrorism. Firing at a children’s school 
so that the bullets shatter the class-room panes, 
throwing a lit, kerosene-soaked rag into a baby’s 
home where go infants sleep, shooting at the Ha- 
dassah hospital where Arab as well as Jewish pa- 
tients lie, uprooting hard-won trees, whose shade is 
shared by Jew and Arab alike, bombing helpless 
passers-by from the secrecy of ambush — these 
crimes fit into no branch of approved or unapprov- 
ed revolutionary strategy. They do not even fit 
any concept of warfare, because war assumes an 
enemy in a position to strike back, It is hard to 
believe that the majority of Arab nationalists con- 
done this courage. ‘Patriotic’ and “revolution- 
ary’ are noble words. Adjectives which will ade- 
quately describe the present outrages belong to a 
quite different lexicon. They are to be looked for 
in Lombroso. 


MUST ARAB AND JEW FIGHT? 


ACCORDING to the New York Times, Jamal 

el Husseini, leader of the Arab Nationalist 
-Party, has announced that “between the Arabians 
in Palestine and the Jews migrating into the coun- 
try, a life and death struggle is raging, a struggle 
which will not cease before one of the parties has 
been completely crushed.” Does that statement 
accurately describe the facts of the case? Are 


/ 


the Jewish and Arab nations really doomed to 
fight each other unto death? Is there no way of 
straightening out differences between them? 


The facts of the case briefly are these: The 
Arab people consists of some 15,000,000 who 
have at their disposal over 1,200,00 square 
miles, exclusive of Palestine and Transjordania. 
Iraq and Syria, which contains about 7,000,000 
Arabs has an area larger than that of France with 
its population of 41,000,000 or Germany with its 
66,000,000. Iraq alone is larger than Poland 
with its 32,000,000. And Eretz Israel, together 
with Transjordania, constitutes only 5% of the 
total Arabian territory. The Arab nationality, 
therefore, has plenty of room for its own popula- 
tion, even if it would consent to relinquish all 
Palestine and Transjordania. Besides, the Arabs 
of the past never viewed Palestine as a separate 
national entity. In the glory of Arab days and 
in Turkish days, Arabs accepted Palestine as but 
an insignificant, poverty-stricken portion of Syria 
—a mere province of Beirut. To Arabs the cen- 
ters of Arabian culture and commerce have been 
Damascus, Beirut and Bagdad. Jerusalem Arabs 
never conceived themselves as Palestinians. Even 
during the first few years following the Balfour 
Declaration, Arab nationalists continued to insist 
that Palestine and Syria were one indivisible coun- 
try. For a long time they called Palestine south- 
ern Syria. The existence of a distinct Arab Pal- 
estine nationality is thus a myth of recent origin, 


On the other hand there is the Jewish people 
of some 16,000,000 whose masses in many lands 
of diaspora must emigrate. Finding life in Ger- 
many, Poland and other countries intolerable, they 
want to create for themselves a national home- 
land. The Jew is entitled to have some country 
which he may call Jewish. And Palestine is the 
only country with which his life has been historic- 
ally interwoven for over two thousand years. In 
Palestine, by reclaiming land and creating new 
industry, the Jewish people can evolve an autono- 
mous civilization without conflicting with the 
rights of the Arab nation of 15,000,000. It will 
not even interfere with the independence of the 
Arab people in Palestine itself. For Zionism does 
not seek to deprive Palestine Arabs of their na- 
tional rights. Hence the world-recognition of 
Jewish right to build a national homeland in Eretz 
Israel. 


Why, then, must there be war between the two 
peoples until one “completely crushes the other?” 
The Arab nation has at its disposal a huge terri- 
tory which contains sufficient room for more than 
20 times its present population. Has the Arab 
nation really a right to retain for itself all that 
land and refuse to allow Jews to return to that 
small sector known as Eretz Israel which happens 
to be the only land to which the Jews have a na- 








tional claim? Would it not be advantageous for 
the Arab nation to have the Jewish people for a 
friendly neighbor? Would it not be advantageous 
even for the Arabs in Palestine to have the coun- 
try developed for the common benefit of Jew and 
Arab? 

A right reading of the facts of the case suggest 
that Jamal el Husseini’s prophecy of inevitable 
war is one that need not by any means be borne 
out. Since an understanding between Arab and 
Jew is neither undesirable nor impossible, a frater- 
nal understanding between the 15,000,000 Arabs 
and the 16,000,000 Jews can and should be 
established. 


DEBATE IN HOUSE OF COMMONS 


THE recent debate on Palestine in the House 

of Commons made clear that the British 
government does not propose to be intimidated by 
Arab violence. As a matter of fact, the Arab dis- 
play of savagery has aroused an active spirit of 
sympathy for the Jewish settlers to which there 
were only the few inevitable exceptions. Lloyd 
George minced no words. While strongly urging 
the adequate defense of Jewish settlements, he 
said “The demand for the stoppage of Jewish 
immigration is inacceptable. Palestine is under- 
populated and exclusion is unjustified on the 
ground of over-population or unemployment. 
Wages in Palestine have trebled and quadrupled 
and the Arabs are enjoying a much higher stan- 
dard of living.” 

Tom Williams, Laborite, pointed out that since 
1922 a quarter of million Arabs had immigrated 
into Palestine from countries where large areas 
were available for cultivation, whereas there was 
no emigration from Palestine. Stating that the 
guarantees to the Arabs contained in the Man- 
date had not been violated, he concluded: “There 
is room in Palestine for Arabs and Jews cooper- 
ating to their mutual advantage.” 


Perhaps most striking of all was the speech of 
Herbert Morrison, leader of the Labor Party, 
who opposed the projected Royal Commission to 
investigate the causes of the riots. Mr. Morrison 
spoke with particular enthusiasm of the agricul- 
tural communes of Palestine which he character- 
ized as among the finest cooperative efforts in the 
world. Discussing the communist defense of the 
“bourgeois Arabs”, he said: ““The Jewish workers 
in Palestine have an ideal for the world better 
even than in Russia. It is disgraceful that their 
beautiful efforts are being wantonly destroyed.” 


Such statements show not only sympathy but an 
intelligent understanding of the problems involv- 
ed. Zionists have particular cause for satisfaction 
in the fact that their champions were obviously ac- 
tuated by a concern for the fresh social values cre- 
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ated by Jews in Palestine. It is clear from the 
debate that Labor members were not worrying 
about the fate of the British Empire on the strat- 
egic location of the Suez Canal. They were gen- 
uinely distressed by the attempted destruction of 
new forms of collective living. Nor did they dis- 
regard Arab claims. Their admiration for Jew- 
ish achievement sprang largely from the know- 
ledge that Jewish settlement had been carried out 
at nobody else’s expense—that the Jew’s gain had 
not been the Arab’s loss. Zionists have not only 
been pioneers in Palestine; they have been pio- 
neers in a larger sense. Uniquely in history, they 
have evolved a new ethics of colonization. 


TIL EULENSPIEGEL OF ECONOMICS 


(THE Nation, our liberal colleague, favored us 

with an article, “The Jew and the World” by 
Benjamin Stolberg. Who can be anything but 
grateful for a writer so free of cant and sitzfleisch 
and so full of fun and whimsey that he can discuss 
the most morbid of peoples and the most intransi- 
geant of problems with a sprightly pen? Stolberg 
is sufficiently detached from Jewish problems to 
avoid falling into that funereal mood in which one 
finds sardonic relish in picking his own sores. But 
unlike most non-Zionist Marxists, Stolberg is not 
content to say that the Jewish problem is a class 
problem and that’s that. He does admit that the 
solution is Marxism but he does not disregard the 
curious twists and interrelations which are the by- 
products of the unhappy relationships of Jew and 
Gentile through the ages. In his painstaking de- 
sire to describe this relationship, Stolberg becomes 
more the psychiatrist than the determinist and 
one would expect him to conclude that the solution 
is first Marxism and then a re-education and re- 
conditioning of all who have imbibed the poison- 
ous wine of prejudice. We cannot see from Stol- 
berg’s analysis how the punishment fits the crime. 


This Til Eulenspiegel of American economics 
made short shrift of the myth of race purity when 
Professor Ogburn presented him one day with an 
ancestral demi-monde larger than greater New 
York. ‘The Jews’’, he reminds us, through Dor- 
othy Thompson’s quip, “are like everybody else, 
only more so.” This “only more so” is in the 
state of mind of both Jew and Gentile. And a 
state of mind cannot be dismissed without being 
deepened. That is good advice for assimilation- 
ists whether proletarian or plutocratic. 


“The Jewish problem” Stolberg aptly reminds 
us, “has an historical cause; it has run a varied 
yet definite course; and it has a multiform, often 
contradictory, and unique symptomology. In short, 
it has a cultured background, and it functions as 
a social neurosis in time of social peace and as a 
social psychosis in time of social war.” 
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It appears that Stolberg does not like profes- 
sional Jews. He calls them the original aristo- 
crats of race prejudice. He considers them the 
spiritual heirs of the zealous Jehovah worshippers 
who were “tribal fascists” and who preserved the 
great Hebrew literature by straight-jacketing it 
into their totalitarian theocracy and thus paralyz- 
ed while they preserved the culture. 

Stolberg might have been a little fairer to the 
ancients if he knew them better or had more 
knowledge of the furious pressure of the hostile 
world in which they built their fences around the 
Torah. But if we cannot expect more patient un- 
derstanding of the ancients we have a right to ex- 
pect a better understanding of the Zionists than 
Mr. Stolberg manifests. If he uses the psycho- 
analytic method and terminology, he must use it 
all the way through. He likens the Zionist to 
one who would cure an asylum-Napoleon by ship- 
ping him off to St. Helena. This is an utterly in- 
ept analogy and makes the Zionists out to be in- 
credibly foolish. Zionists agree with Stolberg that 
the Jews and the world are inseparable and La- 
bor Zionists at least, agree with him that both the 
Jews and the world suffer from the malady of 
capitalism. The Zionists do not feel that they are 
escaping the problem by fleeing to Palestine. They 
feel only that they will be able there to become 
not only free men but free Jews. They want to 
re-new the whole man — not only the economic 
man. By achieving their economic, social and po- 
litical adjustment in the cultural forms most con- 
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genial to them, they believe that they will develop 
a happier, more integrated people. 


This solution is much more in keeping with Stol- 
berg’s analysis than is his own. He assumes that 
Socialism can of itself cure the sick bond that the 
unhappy centuries of persecution have welded be- 
tween the Jew and the Gentile. If psycho-analysis 
has taught us anything, it is that secondary effects 
may develop a life of their own and live indefinite- 
ly after the original cause has been removed. We 
have seen that anti-Semitism has paralleled all the 
changing systems—except Communism, and here 
only at the cost of the elimination of Judaism 
and Hebrew culture. Stolberg maintains that 
the sense of social guilt which the Christians vent 
on the Jews (who gave them their conscience-pro- 
voker Christ) is bound up wwh the exploitation 
inherent in capitalism. The fact is that the sense 
of sin has multiplied roots and equally diverse 
directions and it is quite conceivable that social 
guilt can be experienced in a Socialist order. Psy- 
chologist Stolberg found to his amazement that the 
little “Jewish tailor who shouts in Yiddish in his 
Socialist or Union Local is far less race-conscious 
than the big German-Jewish banker whose family 
has been here for a century.” How much more 
amazed would he be if he heard the pioneers of 
Dagania discussing in Hebrew (not shouting) the 
normal problems of a shared life on the soil— 
and found even less race consciousness than in 


the little Yiddish tailor? 


RELIGIOUS TOTALITARIANISM 


HE editors of The Christian Century have re- 

cently expressed alarm at the tendency in 
Jewish life which goes by the name of ‘“‘Kaplan- 
ism” and which has received its first thorough ra- 
tionale in the volume, ‘‘Judaism as a Civilization.” 
It occurs to these editors that some Jews are not 
satisfied with the theory that Judaism is a religion 
only, but that it is a manifold culture, a way of 
life and as such ought to have the implementation 
and organization which will preserve it. The 
thought of preserving the culture of the Jews is 
what sticks in the crop of these otherwise “‘lib- 
eral” people. They warn us that if we insist on 
maintaining a difference other than religious, the 
springs of Christian tolerance toward the Jew 
will dry up in American life. 

It is interesting to delve into the psychology 
of such a state of mind, for warnings such as 
these have tremendous implications for the ques- 
tion as to whether it can or cannot happen here. 
It is the common assumption that this country 
was founded by pilgrims who had suffered so 
much from state religions that they were insistent 
on establishing a government totally divorced 





from an official creed. The text books say so and 
so does the Constitution. But documents are not 
the government. Men make the government and 
the men who held the dominant positions of power 
in American public life were Protestants. They 
naturally favored their particular cult. They 
gave it unofficial but nonetheless effective prefer- 
ences. The Sabbath was Sunday; the Christian 
calendar became the official calendar. Had the 
sects of Protestants been able to cooperate before 
the Catholics and the Lutherans multiplied, these 
unofficial aids might have become official. Now, 
fortunately, the acids of modernity have eaten the 
vitality out of all sects. The defeat of prohibi- 
tion gave the victory in the American Kultur- 
kampf to the secularists. 

This very defeat rankles in the bosom of our 
Protestant friends and every now and then, they 
snap out at the Catholics and the Jews who are 
made the scape-goats of their declining power. 
In a situation of social crisis, this ruffled spirit of 
defeat may be effectively exploited by the demo- 
gogues of Fascism. The temper behind the sen- 
timent expressed by The Christian Century should 
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warn us that it will not be impossible for the 
shirted Legions of America to obtain the benefit 
of clergy. The power which the Protestant re- 
ligion cannot exert for the triumph of Jesus, it 
may arouse for Caesar’s rapacious ends. 

Many Jews have been shocked not so much by 
the imperialism implicit in this attitude as by the 
fact that the editors of the most liberal and best 
edited journal in Protestantism could have uttered 
it. We have not been. We have noticed on other 
occasions the insidious reservation in the big- 
heartedness of The Christian Century. We have 
noticed it also in some of the kindliest Christian 
ministers. It is the nature and sophisticated 
counterpart of the missionary in our neighbor- 
hood who gave us chocolate drops to induce us 
to read from the Gospels. As long as that which 
keeps us apart is a certain interpretation of a 
Biblical verse, the missionaries may hope to show 
us the light. But when we say that we are a 
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people by a host of antecedents not contained in 
the Scripture, we remove ourselves from the mis- 
sionary’s field of operation. The ugly element 
in the picture is the fake liberality manifested by 
the editors when they protest that they respect 
the right of the Jew to convert them to Judaism. 
As though that would make all things fair! 


The pathetic note in the picture consists in 
this: while The Christian Century editors naively 
bewail the stiff-neckedness of the Kaplanites who 
remove themselves from the field of prospective 
proselytes, the economic order is fast producing 
a closed society where even those Jews anxious 
to declare for Christ will not be permitted. One 
may suggest humbly that The Christian Century 
has enough to do with the unregenerate Christians 
and ought to let the Kaplanites find salvation in 
their own way. 


JACOB J. WEINSTEIN 


Night Over Poland 


POLAN D shakes with the same ominous rum- 

blings that served the prelude to the German 
Nazi victory of 1932. Parallels abound: The 
government is effete, the state devitalized and 
anarchical. Bickering leaders are at one another’s 
throats. Secret conclaves follow in close succes- 
sion but without ameliorative effect on life in the 
country. Reactionary anti-Jewish groups flaunt 
their impudence: breathlessly they await the pro- 
pitious hour for a coup d’état while the labor 
parties, sapped by apathy, continue their fence- 
straddling. The current of bourgeois liberalism 
has trickled away and is no longer discernible. 
Finally, Poles are convinced that a listless, despon- 
dent, shilly-shailying government must be wiped 
out by a rightist regime, powerful, domineering, 
reactionary a /’outrance and viciously anti-Jewish. 

The feeling that such a regime is inevitable 
poisons the atmosphere, sterilizes the vigor of 
leftist effort and casts anti-fascists into a mood 
of fatalistic dejection. 

In one essential respect, however, Poland is no 
repetition of Germany: Poland has no Fuehrer, 
no frothy fanatic able to persuade others that 
he is predestined to rule. Poland has not yet 
produced a brazen demagog skilled in the black 
art of capitalizing the ignorance of oppressed 
masses and their readiness to worship any glit- 
tering idol. And strangely enough it is this point 
of difference, the lack of a counterpart to Hitler, 
that may ultimately spare Poland rivers of blood 
when a rightist dictatorial government holds sway. 

In the period preceding Hitler’s advent to 
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power Germany witnessed unprincipled agitation 
against Jews and Communists: in the press and 
orally it was reiterated that Jew and Communist 
were identical. One hears the same talk in Poland 
today. Till a few months ago only notoriously 
anti-Jewish journals preached that all Jews were 
Communists, all Communists Jews, and the few 
Poles in the party merely innocent victims of sin- 
ister Jewish deceit. But now almost the entire 
bourgeois and government press has adopted the 
credo. State authorities endeavor to substantiate 
this assertion by sending numerous Jews to con- 
centration camps and by publishing their names. 
True, the percentage of Jews in the Communist 
party is greater than their percentage of the popu- 
lation. But no wonder: it is not hard to under- 
stand why downtrodden, humiliated men vainly 
struggling in the slough of despond should seek 
this way out. It is moreover equally true that 
the percentage of Jewish prisoners in Bereza 
Cuzovka is greater than the percentage of Jews 
in the Communist party. And it is common knowl- 
edge that Jewish Communists are punished three 
and four times as severely as Polish and even 
Ukrainian Communists. 

Everyone shrieks and prates of the Communist 
menace, exactly as in Germany in 1932. Not so 
long ago a group of veteran soldiers and other 
ardent patriots held a conference and unanimously 
decided that exceptional means must be employed 
to balk the grave Communist danger threatening 
Poland. The patriots reviled Czechoslovakia for 
having dared to sign a pact with the Soviet repub- 
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lics: angrily they demanded that a strip of terri- 
tory be wrested from Czechoslovakia in order 
to provide a common boundary between Hungary 
and Poland. Thus these two countries would be 
in a better position to combat Communism. From 
the pulpit priests harangue their flocks on the 
Communist menace, warning them that if they do 
not rise to a man to defend their country and 
church they will lose not only their place in the 
Kingdom of Heaven but their last inch of land 
and their only cow. It is hardly necessary to add 
that the Jew is mentioned in these sermons. Some 
mealy-mouthed priests delicately abstain from ut- 
tering the word Jew outright; but their audience 
easily comprehends the innuendo. After the 
bloody pogrom in Cracow the Bishop of that city 
issued a manifesto exhorting the populace to calm. 
The riots he explained in this wise: “Alien, lucre- 
loving industrialists mercilessly exploit their 
workers.” ‘The implied axiom is that men of the 
Bishop’s party condemn exploitation and share 
their profits with their workers. Thus the popu- 
lace was to be quieted. But Polish workers are 
not so gullible: they rock with laughter when told 
of the two new classes of industrialists, lucre- 
loving aliens and profit-despising comrades of the 
Bishop. 

As in Germany in 1932 many attempts are made 
to frighten the people by gruesome descriptions 
of the two devils, Communist and Jewish. Exam- 
ple: The anti-Jewish weekly Tigudnik Politczni 
published an article entitled “Will the Jews Pos- 
sess Poland?’ The question evoked a strident 
“Yes! The enemy lurks at the gate. If the 
Polish people does not bestir itself to fight for 
its very life the Jews will soon control all power 
in Poland.” Obviouly if the author had expressed 
this remarkable idea in its bare simplicity, its 
hopeless inanity would have been patent to every 
reader. Hence the writer explains matters at 
length and cannot be bothered with evidence but 
constructs a bewildering edifice of proofs by anal- 
ogy. He starts out by asking “Can Poland be- 
come a bi-national country, Jewish and Polish? 
Alas, yes,” he answers. ‘Look at Switzerland. 
Italians make up 9% of the population, French- 
men 20% ;—nevertheless Switzerland is a country 
of three nationalities. Look at Finland. 90% 
of the population is Finnish, 10% Swedish ;—yet 
Finland is a bi-national country. Who then can 
deny credence to the author’s contention that the 
menace of bi-nationality stalks Poland?” The 
writer now proceeds to ask another question: 
“Will a small Jewish minority in Poland rule the 
Polish majority? This too is possible,” he replies. 
“Look at South Africa. The English are a mi- 


nority yet they rule the country. Moreover who 


says the Jews must necessarily remain a paltry 
minority of 12%? It is possible to bring millions 
of Jews into Poland from other countries. Just 
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imagine what the Jews would have done if instead 
of the Polish troops the Red Barbarians had 
triumphed in 1920. The Jews would not then 
have been obliged to settle their brethren in the 
Crimean desert and the wilderness of Biro-Bidjan. 
Millions of Red Jews would have been brought to 
Warsaw, Lodz, Wilna, Grodna, Cracow, Lwow, 
and the Poles would have been exiled to villages, 
clad in cotton trousers and wooden shoes. Nay, 
what would have prevented the Jews from opening 
wide the gates of Red Poland to the Jews of 
Rumania, Hungary, Germany and America?” 

The rumor that the Jewish masses in America 
pant to return to the Polish paradise has not yet, 
I believe, reached America. But the anti-Jewish 
writer, servilely watching for his Warsaw em- 
ployer’s wink, knows it for a fact that Jews all 
over the world await with bated breath the mo- 
ment when Communists will pounce on power in 
Poland. On that day Jews throughout the world 
will swarm into Poland like locusts. According 
to Tigodnik Politiczni, ‘The Jewish masses in 
Poland will be increased by more than two-thirds. 
Poland will become a Jewish country, and will be 
turned into a place of refuge for Jews wherever 
they are. What wonder then that not only the 
Jewish proletariat but the Jewish bourgeoisie sup- 
ports Communism ?” 

Sucker literature of this sort is printed in thou- 
sands of copies and there is no doubt that thou- 
sands of ignorant persons—amongst them ignor- 
ant intellectuals—read the stuff with bitter sigh 
and griping fear that the Jews may come to rule 
Poland. 

Agitators were particularly active before May 
first. Posters were pasted up in the streets, enor- 
mous placards printed in shrieking scarlet: ‘This 
summer is Poland’s twilight! The Communists— 
who are Jews—will seize the government on May 
first! The various brands of Socialists masquer- 
ade as foes of Communism. Actually that is part 
of their strategy to deceive the public. All have 
but one aim: to establish a Communist regime, 
to give the government over to the Jews. Poles, 
stand guard! The danger is great! Unite to 
save your country and yourselves from enslave- 
ment by the Jews!” Throngs milled around such 
posters. People nodded their heads: We have 
been trapped. Let us drive out the enemy—the 
Jew! 

The labor movement is rousing from its lan- 
guor. Large scale preparations for May first 
were undertaken with great enthusiasm. There is 
no better proof of the awakening of the masses 
than the incidents at Lwow. 

The Polish labor party may justly boast that 
it has successfully immunized the workers against 
the anti-Jewish virus, even in the poisoned atmos- 
phere of Poland. Their stand on the subject has 
become almost traditional. Even in cities and 
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districts that seem to have been thoroughly in- 
fected by the most revolting type of anti-Semitism 
the workers have not been contaminated. A short 
while ago the unemployed organized manifesta- 
tions in Posen, that idyllic town where no rooms 
are let to Jews and where most cafes and restau- 
rants display neatly printed signs in the accepted 
Hitleresque style: “Jews not wanted here.” Even 
in this town, however, not one anti-Jewish cry 
was heard in the ranks of the manifestants. - 

A simple Jew, far removed from leftism and 
radicalism, passed me his paper in the train and 
said: ‘“That’s something, at least. You can see 
for yourself: the manifestants have had a totally 
different education. What luck that human beings 
have not altogether died out in the land! We still 
may hope for better times.” 

In Cracow, Lwow, Czenstokow, Posen, Piutro- 
kow, in workers’ strikes in tens of cities—here are 
proofs that the patience of the hunger-rotted mas- 
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ses is being goaded too far. They are beginning to 
demand their right to live. The former head 
of the government, Bartel, partner and friend 
of the present head of the government and of the 
chief of the religious community said of the in- 
cidents at Lwow: ‘This is no simple manifesta- 
tion; it is a revolution.” 


This much is certain: the situation is at a dead- 
lock. No change in the economic crisis—the im- 
poverishment of all classes except a small group 
of big industrialists and large landowners. No 
change in the minorities problem crisis affecting 
Jews, Ukrainians, Bellorussians, The question of 
government remains unsolved. In the political 
camp rifts between parties grow wider and wider: 
open conflict is inescapable. The strength of op- 
position parties increases hourly. 


Thunder clouds obscure the Polish skies, And 
no light gleams through. 


England and the Crisis 


PALESTINE is in the news again. It always 

gets there when Arabs start murdering Jews. 
In this way, in all innocence, we journalists con- 
spire to distort the picture humanity forms of 
the world in which it lives. Crime is always news, 
but the quiet building of a great civilization where 
yesterday was marsh and desert — that is not 
news. But it is history. 

Like everyone else, I, too, am writing about 
these murders, but I shall have something to say, 
as we go along, about the constructive work of 
the Jews. I can think of only two other regions 
on the surface of our planet that offer an equally 
cheerful prospect: One is Soviet Russia and the 
other the Tennessee Valley. 


pis is not the first occasion on which the 
Arabs have started a violent movement of 
protest against the creation of the Jewish Na- 
tional Home: it is, indeed, the fifth of these out- 
breaks. 

On former occasions the British authorities 
handled these affairs badly. This time the police 
has done its work well: reinforcements were 
brought in good time from the army in Egypt, 
and thanks to these prompt measures there has 
been no massacre. In lonely rural areas the Jews 
are very properly allowed to defend themselves. 

Whether the political management of the crisis 
has been equally happy is more debatable. Arthur 
Balfour’s policy of the Jewish Home was popular 
when he launched it during the war, but few seem 
to have realized the difficulties it would entail. 
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Liberals and the Labor party still favor it, but 
Tories are divided. They have an odd sympathy, 
partly natural, partly tactical, with all Mohamme- 
dan movements. At times Whitehall has seemed 
to be rather half-hearted about the Mandate, a 
state of mind that the Arabs were quick to notice. 


WHEN this violent agitation began, Mr. 
. Thomas (who has now fortunately ceased 
to control the Colonial Office) promised a Royal 
Commission. He said, to be sure, that its terms 
of reference will not allow it to call the Mandate 
in question, but the suspicion prevails that it may 
look for some way of dodging or minimizing it. 
All the facts are known, and it is only a few years 
since a Royal Commission ‘reported. 

Again, the Administration is handling the Arab 
leaders very tenderly. It is now restricting the 
movements of some minor agitators, but the chief 
of them, the most unscrupulous and the most un- 
bending, the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, goes 
scot-free in his work of incitement. Not only 
does he lead the movement of “‘civil disobedience” 
(to use the Indian term), but he uses his sacred 
office to incite the ignorant Arab masses to fanat- 
ical fury. He repeated the other day in a public 
speech the absurd legend that the Jews are plan- 
ning to destroy the holy places of Islam in order 
to rebuild the Temple on their ruins. Why was 
Mr. Gandhi imprisoned, while this person goes 
free? One must apologize for the comparison: 
the Grand Mufti is certainly no saint. This looks 
like weakness. 
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On the other hand, General Wauchope, the 
High Commissioner (of which one hears only 
good opinions) has answered the demand for the 
cessation of immigration flatly enough. He has 
fixed the quota for the present half-year at 4,500 
—a figure that does not include persons possessed 
of capital of $5,000 and upward. This is a sub- 
stantial number, though the Jewish Agency had 
asked for twice as many. Palestine is the one 
country in the world that enjoys a boom. There 
is no unemployment, and building is going on at 
a fabulous rate. Indeed, the demand for labor 
is so great that large numbers of Arabs from 
Syria and Palestine are entering the Jewish Home, 
while the infiltration of the Jews is severely lim- 
ited. Of this quota only 1,200 persons will come 
from Germany. 


POLITICALLY, I believe it would be wise to 

build the National Home as rapidly as pos- 
sible, even by shock tactics. So long as the Jewish 
minority grows slowly, year by year, the Arabs 
will fight against destiny. But when instead of the 
present twenty-eight per cent., the Jewish popu- 
lation amounts to a clear fifty or even forty per 
cent, they will bow to accomplished facts. When 
the Jews are strong enough to defend themselves 
there will be no more talk about driving them into 
the sea. The German problem strengthens this 
argument for haste. 

Why do the Arabs resist? They certainly have 
no economic case. Theirs was the most backward 
and poverty-stricken country of the Near East. 
Today, thanks to the Jews, it hums with enterprise 
and hope. Thanks chiefly to their contribution 
to the tax revenues, good harbors, modern roads, 
schools and hospitals have been provided. Almost 
alone in the world this budget shows, year by 
year, a handsome surplus. The Jews are rapidly 
ridding Palestine of the curse of malaria. They 
have installed electric power, and at the Dead Sea 
and elsewhere created more than one great in- 
dustry. That the Arabs share in the general 
prosperity is obvious from the fact that their pop- 
ulation has almost doubled since 1919. 

The Arab laborers have seen their standard of 
life rising far above those of the East, for wages 
stand now at three and occasionally five times 
the figures prevailing in Egypt and Syria. The 
Jews, moreover, have brought to the wage-earners 
the eight-hour day. The Arab landowners have 
profited by Jewish land-hunger to raise the value 
of their estates to speculative heights. The bigger 
farmers have also learned from the Jews the tech- 
nique of irrigation, while their research has given 
to all the new breeds of wheat, barley, citrus fruits 
and live stock adapted to this difficult climate. 


WweHyr then, do the Arabs strike against pros- 
perity? The usual answer is that they are 
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nationalists, who intend that Palestine shall re- 
main an Arab land. This is true of the small up- 
per class, which boasts some education; it had a 
national movement even under the Turks before 
the war. 


The illiterate masses, however, are not yet ripe 
for nationalism, and have to be roused by a fan: 
atical religious appeal. This movement is led and 
financed by the feudal gentry. The land system 
is one of the worst in the world. The Arab land- 
lords are mere exploiters, who justify their exac- 
tion of crushing rents in kind neither by the outlay 
of capital nor by scientific management. Most of 
them are, moreover, usurers, who keep the ten- 
ants in perpetual debt-slavery. 


While the Arab workmen and landless laborers 
share in the rapidly rising stafdard of life, the 
peasants live in abject misery and have suffered 
like the rest of rural mankind from the slump in 
prices. The feudal gentry are anti-Semitic partly 
because the Jews have introduced higher wages 
and the eight-hour day. But chiefly what they feel 
is that economic power is passing from their caste 
to these newcomers who understand science and 
machines. 


ARAB propaganda alleges another reason for 

this hostility. It is said that the Jews are 
elbowing the native Arabs off the land. This 
charge is untrue. 

In the first place the immense majority of the 
incoming Jews has not gone on to the land at all; 
it has gone into industry. In the second place, 
much, indeed most, of the land that the Jews have 
acquired was waste and uninhabited. I have seen 
the orange groves along the coast. A few years ago 
they were bare sand dunes on which there grew 
only some tufts of rank seagrass. The Jews sank 
their electric pumps and led fertility over their 
desert in pipes. On the steep hillsides you may 
see their orchards, where first the barren rock 
had to be blasted with dynamite before any tree 
could be planted Some of their proudest achieve- | 
ments, their big communal farms — the greatest 
creations outside Russia of Socalist faith and cour- 
age—were developed on waste land and even on 
marshes. The fact is that, thanks to science, a 
Jew can thrive where no Arab could live. Thirdly, 
when the Jews have bought land that was form- 
erly cultivated the Arab owner has often used 
the capital so obtained to irrigate the remainder, 
which now employs a larger number of Arabs than 
before. 

Finally, when the Jews have bought cultivated 
land, they have never evicted the tenants; on the 
contrary, these have profited by the Jewish im- 
provements. There is room even in this little 
country—one can fly across it in half an hour— 
for a much greater rural population, if irrigation 
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is used to the full. The Arab peasants are piti- 
ably poor because they try to till without science 
or water, but also because their own upper class 
robs and misleads them. 


THE way out of this painful tangle depends, I 
believe, on the adoption by the British Gov- 
ernment of a bolder creative policy, and also of a 
wiser strategy toward this Arab feudal caste. 
Coercion may be unavoidable when rioting 
breaks out, but it is no remedy. The true rem- 
edy is to lift these Arab peasants out of their mis- 
ery and discontent by helping them to cultivate 
their land with water and science. That demands 
capital, but the credit of this little country is good. 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


Much has been done by the Administration to help 
the Arabs with schools, better breeds of cattle, 
hospitals and the like. But as yet it has not dared 
to face the central issue. These peasants must be 
freed from the oppressive landlords who exploit 
them. 


If they have to be bought out, it should be at 
no extravagant price. That, at last would end the 
leadership which the landed class now misuses. 
The Jewish National Home can enjoy neither 
safety nor happiness so long as an abyss separates 
the culture and well-being of the newcomers from 
the illiterate misery of the natives. 


(Reprinted from the Baltimore Sun of June 9, 1936, by special 


permission). 


Syria and Palestine 


I 

(THE present Arab outbreaks in Palestine nat- 

urally overshadow all other phases of Jewish 
life in the country. Still it would be a grave mis- 
take on our part to concentrate exclusively on 
these events and thereby diminish our interest in 
more peaceful problems of Palestine’s life. There 
is no assurance that the present acts of Arab 
sabotage, even though they assume eventually a 
more limited and sporadic character, will not be 
continued for a prolonged period. We would not 
be equal to our historic task if we should, because 
of such attacks, lessen our constructive activities 
and neglect economic problems coming our way. 
It would be still more regrettable if these Arab 
riots were used by some of us as an excuse for 
ignoring other grave problems confronting us 
in the process of Jewish reconstruction in Pales- 
tine. We must continue our interest in the peace- 
time problems of Palestine, seeking their solution 
even at the present disturbed time. 

It must be frankly stated that even if the recent 
outbreaks had not occurred, Jewish Palestine 
would not at present be in a happy situation. It 
is a matter of fact that on the eve of these out- 
breaks we were rapidly approaching a temporary 
but deep depression requiring a courageous read- 
justment of our agricultural and industrial struc- 
ture. It would be folly to delay such inevitable 
readjustment because Arab terrorists, coached by 
foreign mischiefmakers, are still at their destruc- 
tive work. 


II 
ONE OF the economic difficulties recently met 
“in our upbuilding work in Palestine is the 
marketing of our rapidly grown citrus industry. 
This difficulty is due only in part to an actual 
lack of foreign markets for Palestine’s citrus fruit. 


© by Abraham Revusky 


Such foreign markets could be easily created and 
enlarged if Palestine would have the right to con- 
clude specific trade bargains with foreign coun- 
tries. The citrus problem could likewise be partly 
solved by uniting the several cooperative agencies 
now engaged in selling Palestine’s citrus fruits in 
Europe. More concentrated marketing activities 
anl more care in preserving the splendid reputa- 
tion of Palestine’s citrus industry by strictly avoid- 
ing shipments of low-grade fruit would certainly 
be of great help. 


Another depressing factor is the gradual col- 
lapse of the inflated real estate values, brought 
to a high peak by three years of feverish specula- 
tion. Though eventually beneficial, such a col- 
lapse must necessarily slacken the immediate up- 
building activities which are taking an exception- 
ally important place in the economic structure of 
Palestine. 


Still more important, even if not so discernible 
to ‘superficial observers, is the constant drain on 
the economic structure of Palestine resulting from 
the abnormal tariff situation, exposing a little 
country to all kinds of dumping without the slight- 
est possibility of self-defense. True, the abnorm- 
al excess of imports over exports is partly justified 
by Jewish construction activities and the peculiar 
position of Palestine as a center of religious inter- 
est and tourism. The fact remains, however, that 
most of the capital brought by Jews to Palestine 
is quickly returning to the countries of its origin 
because of the huge deficit in Palestine’s trade. 
Now that the trade deficit of Palestine has reach- 
ed—in 1935—the enormous sum of 68 million 
American dollars (89 million worth of imports 
and only 21 million of exports), it is time for the 
conscientious economic observer to point out the 
danger inherent in such a situation. 
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Especially alarming, from the Jewish point of 
view, are the growing difficulties of selling Pal- 
estine’s industrial products in the neighboring 
countries. It must be frankly admitted that our 
hopes to build up Palestine as an industrial center 
of the Near East, depending not only on the lim- 
ited local market but on great export possibilities 
in the neighboring countries, are at present under- 
going a severe test. 

A detailed study of the economic relations be- 
tween Palestine and its neighboring countries 
would greatly exceed the scope of this article. We 
will, therefore, limit ourselves to the most import- 
ant of our neighbors, to Syria. Its importance 
was quite recently enhanced by the decision of the 
French Government to give up its mandate over 
that country. In our negotiations with Syria we 
will be from now on confronted not with French 
officials but with native Arab representatives, who 
will be influenced not only by the economic inter- 
ests of their country but by the general state of 
Jewish-Arab relations as well. This will make 
Syria the most important test of our relations with 
the neighboring East. 


III 

GYRIA is not the richest nor largest of Pales- 

tine’s neighbors. Egypt, with its 14 million 
inhabitants and an extremely fertile soil devoted 
mainly to cotton, represents, at least theoretically, 
a much larger market. There is, however, a great 
difference in the relationship of Egypt and Syria 
towards Palestine, a difference that makes Syria, 
in spite of it smaller size, our most important 
neighbor. It consists in the free trade agreements 
between Syria and Palestine made when the man- 
dates were first established. According to arrange- 
ments made fifteen years ago, the products of 
these two territories, formerly an economic and 
political unit, are to continue to pass their mutual 
frontier without any duty payments. Due to the 
lack of tariffs on Palestine products sent to Syria 
we have always had a feeling that in building up 
the Jewish industries in Palestine we may reckon 
not only with Palestine but with a larger economic 
unit embracing about four and a half million in- 
habitants. There was no divergence among Pal- 
estinian economists in their appreciation of the 
customs union with Syria as a most valuable econ- 
omic asset of the country. 

With the strengthening of Arab nationalism in 
Syria, Jewish economic observers in Palestine have 
expressed repeatedly their fear that when the 
French mandate over Syria will terminate, auton- 
omous Syria will not consent to continue the pres- 
ent free trade arrangement, and a tariff wall will 
be erected then between the two neighboring coun- 
tries. This eventuality was generally regarded as 
injurious for our National Home. We hoped 
that despite the natural antipathy of the Syrian 
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nationalists to Jewish aspirations in Palestine they 
might be willing to continue the present customs 
union because of the great advantages derived by 
Syria as well. 

During the whole post-war period Palestine’s 
trade with Syria showed a considerable excess of 
imports over exports. Palestine bought approx- 
imately three pounds’ worth of Syrian products 
for every pound of Palestinian products sold in 
Syria. However, we used to consider this unfav- 
orable trade ratio as a natural result of Palestine’s 
general trade situation. We consoled ourselves 
with the hope that when the present preparation 
period of Palestine came to an end and the Na- 
tional Home would produce on a much larger scale 
the economic relations between Syria and Pales- 
tine would assume a more normal aspect. 

These hopes were generally maintained in the 
face of gradually increasing imports from Syria 
without a corresponding increase in Palestine’s 
exports to that country. This unfavorable devel- 
opment is shown by the following figures taken 
from the official reports of the Palestinian gov- 
ernment. (The figures are in Palestinian pounds, 
equivalent to approximately five American dol- 
lars. ) 

PALESTINE’S TRADE WITH SYRIA 


Imports from Exports to 
Syria Syria 
WE os ceoriencnosnsint 813,000 229,903 
Ee 942,663 212,982 
“i 1,083,095 222,643 
I acoomicondsicsze 1,310,363 302,988 
IV 


DURIN G the last two years the Jewish attitude 
towards the Syrio-Palestinian trade relations 
has undergone a considerable change. Instead of 
regarding free trade among these countries as a 
great advantage for the economic future of Pal- 
estine, many people began to clamor for tariff 
protection against Syria. Originally, this demand 
was raised by Jewish agricultural settlements who 
complained that Syria, with its cheaper labor and 
more abundant irrigation facilities, offered a de- 
structive competition in the fruit and vegetable 
markets of Palestiine. Previously such a competi- 
tion was not serious because of the lack of modern 
highways and trucks. Even though produced 
more cheaply, Syrian vegetables could not reach 
Palestinian markets in good condition if brought 
by horse wagons or on camels, especially in the 
hot months of the year. With the development 
of automobile traffic, however, it is now easy to 
bring vegetables overnight from the plains of 
Damascus and Baalbek to Haifa, thus making the 
importation of Syrian farm products a serious 
menace for Palestine’s agriculture. 
Lately the demand for tariff protection against 
Syria has also been raised by industria] leaders 
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who only three years ago were hopeful of obtain- 
ing a firm foothold in the Syrian markets. The 
contention is being made that under present con- 
ditions the tariff union with Syria benefits Syria 
much more than Palestine, and that the continua- 
tion of the present arrangement will prove still 
more injurious to Palestine’s interests. - 

This new approach to the problem of Syrio- 
Palestinian relations is due to the fact that under 
the stimulus of the rapid progress achieved in 
Palestine through Jewish efforts Syria has lately 
started an industrial development of its own. The 
import of raw materials for further use in manu- 
facturing activities and the export of manufac- 
tured goods showed a very rapid growth in the 
last three years. From 1933 to 1935 the import 
of malt (for breweries) increased from 135,400 
kg. to 580,145 kg. The import of glucose (for 
confectionary) rose from 412,326 kg. to 630,630 
kg.; of hides (for leather factories) from 2,208,- 
627 kg. to 3,755,033 kg.; of tanning materials 
from 799,698 kg. to 1,309,060 kg. 

The increase of industrial exports from Syria 
is shown in the following table: 

SYRIA’S INDUSTRIAL EXPORTS 
(In Syrian Pounds) 
1933 1934 1935 
Confectionary and 


checolste .............. 63,400 108,000 175,100 
Fruit Juices and 
Presreves .............- 102,200 83,700 199,200 
|. GEE Ea 33,800 185,000 
Soap petites 126,200 115,300 106,600 
| eee 46,100 95,100 155,200 
a 182,500 542,200 614,000 
Garments ................ 406,200 514,400 643,200 
Shoes and Boots ...... 8,900 158,500 259,300 
Ce ee eee ene 10,100 27,500 78,300 


Altogether the industrial exports of Syria am- 
ounted to 1,047,700 Syrian pounds (20 francs 
each) in 1933; to 1,779,700 Syrian pounds in 
1934; and to 2,545,500 in 1935. In Palestinian 
pounds the equivalent of these exports would be 
£279,387 in 1933; £474,586 in 1934; and £673,- 
467 in 1935. 

As a matter of fact Syria’s industrial exports, 
which a few years ago were much smaller than 
the similar exports of Palestine, now exceed them 
by about sixty percent. Still more alarming is 
the fact that most of Syria’s industrial exports 
are being sent to Palestine. In 1934 Syria’s in- 
dustrial export to Palestine amounted to £429,405 
(Palestinian Pounds) at a time when the indus- 
trial export of Palestine to Syria did not exceed 
£95,861. In 1935 the corresponding figures, ac- 
cording to preliminary estimates, were 520,000 
and 110,000 (in Palestinian pounds). 

The sudden spurt of Syria’s industrial exports 
may be partly a result of the usual comeback in 
a country that was deeply affected by the last 
world-wide depression. It cannot be denied, how- 
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ever, that the recent industrial boom in Syria 
exceeds the dimensions of a usual comeback and 
therefore must be considered the beginning of a 
gradual industrialization of that country. 

In several instances Palestine’s Jewish indus- 
trialists, instead of conducting the difficult uphill 
fight for the introduction of Palestinian products 
into the Syrian market, took the easier expedient 
of opening branch factories in Syria, usually with 
local partners and under entirely different names. 
As their costs of production are lower in Syria 
than in Palestine, they prefer to export their 
products from Syria, thus increasing the general 
extent of Syria’s industrial exports. 

There have even been a few instances when 
Jewish capitalists who came to settle in Palestine 
ended by establishing industrial undertakings in 
the neighboring Syria from where they bring a 
part of their products to Palestine. 

Naturally, these Jewish or partly Jewish fac- 
tories in Syria are being established with one hun- 
dred percent Arab labor. 


V 

HESE are the facts. What are the deduc- 

tions? 

Some of the conclusions to which certain econ- 
omists have arrived are summed up by Dr. A. 
Marcus, the economic expert of ‘Haaretz’, 
in the following way: 

“We must finally understand that Palestine’s indus- 
try is not the only one in the Near East. The idea 
about the industrial center for the whole Near East 
proved to be a dream. From now on we must con- 
sider Syrian industry as any other foreign industry that 
competes with us.” (May, 1936) 

Shall we accept these conclusions as correct? 
Shall we become resigned to a situation in which 
our economic efforts in Palestine would be limited 
to the narrow frontiers of that country? Can 
we build up a center of several million Jews on 
the limited market of the present mandated Pal- 
estine? 

I do not think so. In spite of the one-sided ad- 
vantage now derived by Syria from its free trade 
with Palestine I would consider tariffs and quotas 
against Syria a very short-sighted policy. They 
may, in the future, bring us a great injury totally 
incommensurate with the temporary advantage we 
may now derive from them. It would be a cal- 
amity if Jewish industry in Palestine were to give 
up its ambition to become a competitive power 
in the whole Near East. We must find a way to 
compensate our higher labor costs by greater effi- 
ciency and superior quality of our products. We 
must by all means find ways and means to lower 
our industrial costs and increase our ability to 
compete with industrial undertakings of the neigh- 
boring countries. It would be economic suicide 
for Palestine to enclose itself in its own small 
market ! 
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VI 

THE industrial experiences of other countries 

show that comparatively high wages are 
not in themselves an obstacle to competitive abil- 
ity. The best known example of this kind is the 
United States which, in spite of higher labor 
wages in comparison with most European coun- 
tries, is still able to sell profitably many of its 
products in foreign markets with a much lower 
standard of living. Not only is a higher paid 
worker more productive than a slave-driven wage- 
earner but the generally higher level of culture 
and technical prowess that goes hand in hand with 
higher labor standards has proven to be a very 
important aid to industrial success. 

We cannot, however, rely on general rules only; 
we must also examine carefully the actual facts 
in a given situation. 

Comparing, for example, America and Italy 
in one instance and Palestine and Syria in another, 
we must concede that many of the advantages 
American industry has over the Italian are not 
found in Palestine’s industry as compared with 
Syria’s. 

There is no doubt that the cultural level of 
the better-paid Jewish worker in Palestine is much 
higher than that of the lower-paid Arab prole- 
tarian in Syria. But in the case of the Jewish 
worker the general level of culture does not auto- 
matically involve a higher technical prowess. 
Coming mainly from the small towns of Eastern 
Europe and entirely devoid of technical traditions, 
our Halutzim whose preparation in Galut (Hak- 
shara) is wholly limited to the rudiments of agri- 
cultural work proved to be crude material for 
industrial development. Despite their higher in- 
telligence and ability to léarn quickly the workers 
in Palestine’s Jewish industry still have to be 
taught the fundamentals. Is it fair to expect our 
young Palestine industry, already handicapped by 
the abnormal trade status of the country, by the 
lack of local raw materials, and by the step- 
motherly attitude of the British administration to- 
wards our industrial efforts, to bear the additional 
burden of being a trade school for people who 
are utterly lacking in technical knowledge and in 
industrial working experience? 


In this connection the objection may be raised 
that modern industry, because of the division of 
labor, is not very dependent on qualified workers. 
We may be reminded of the huge automobile fac- 
tories and steel plants of America greatly manned 
by Poles, Slovaks, Italians, and other immigrants 
whose trade qualification is not greater than that 
of our Halutzim. 

I cannot accept such an objection as valid. The 
ability of industry to work with unqualified labor 
increases with its size. A factory of 10,000 work- 
ers in Detroit may employ a greater percentage 
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of unqualified labor than a factory of 100 workers 
in Haifa—where such an establishment would be 
already considered a great industry. We shall 
not forget that Palestine’s industries are usually 
begun on a very small scale, and their owners and 
masters, even when qualified in their specific trade, 
must continually adopt themselves to new circum- 
stances. In addition, Palestine’s industries are 
frequently deprived of services and accomodations 
which similar industries would enjoy in America. 
For instance, a textile factory in Palestine cannot 
be limited to weaving or spinning; however small, 
it must include all phases of manufacture from 
raw wool to ready cloth, and it must also be able 
to repair its machines and looms by its own efforts. 
In other words, Palestine’s industry, because of its 
small size and pioneering character, must have 
an exceptionally high pereentage of qualified 
workers. 


Incidentally, even in America Jews were able 
to penetrate in great masses only those trades 
where there was a great number of qualified artis- 
ans among the Jewish immigrants. The predom- 
inance of Jews in the fur industry and their in- 
significant part in mechanical trades is a result of 
previous experience in one case and lack of knowl- 
edge in the other. 

Naturally, we cannot build a great Jewish in- 
dustry in Palestine by limiting it to needle trades. 
If we want to assure the lasting success of our 
important industrial beginnings in other fields we 
must by our own efforts create the same pre-con- 
ditions for competitive success that were naturally 
given in the so-called Jewish trades in America. 


There were instances when new industries in 
Palestine (a glass factory, for example) had to 
be opened not only with non-Jewish technicians— 
which would not be unusual—but even with non- 
Jews brought from Europe as skilled workers. I 
am not quite sure that there are not any Jewish 
glass workers somewhere in Europe. Even in 
such a case I would not concede the impossibility 
of training the required number of Halutzim when 
they are still in Galuth. America especially, with 
its excellent trade schools and great possibilities 
of industrial experience, could, through systematic 
efforts on our part, supply Palestine with an ex- 
ceptionally great number of industrially qualified 
Halutzim. 

This is not the first time that I have advocated 
—without any visible success—an industrial Hak- 
shara that should receive at least as much atten- 
tion as the agricultural preparation of our pion- 
eers. After all there is no denying that after 
reaching Palestine the majority of the Halutzim 
is absorbed not by farms but by factories and 
building activities. We may not like this develop- 
ment but this does not justify us in closing our 
eyes to the facts. 
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I do not believe that a more diversified prepara- 
tion of our Halutzim for work in modern industry 
will definitely solve the industrial problems of 
Jewish Palestine. There are other solutions to- 
wards which we must work simultaneously. In- 
dustrial Hakshara, at least for half of our Halu- 
tzim, is, however, the most vital contribution 
which we in Galut can make towards this import- 
ant goal.* 

At a time when barbaric attacks are directed 
against our upbuilding work in Palestine we must 
consider all phases of our activities there, and 
have the courage to change and improve where 
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conditions demand it. This applies to the field of 
our economic construction as well as to the field 
of Palestine’s politics. We can no longer afford 
to delay, because of prejudice and tradition, any 
reforms logically dictated by present circum- 
stances. 


(*) Another important opportunity for us to help Palestine’s 
young industry would be to organize the consumption of some of 
its products among Jewish communities in Galut. There is much 
to be done in this greatly neglected field, but a large scale export 
of Palestine’s products—even with an active Jewish support behind 
them—is finally contingent on their competitive ability. We cannot 

a lasting success in this direction by trying to popularize 
Palestine’s industrial products on the basis of their holiness or 
national value (as was done in the case of wine). 


_  Histadrut and Arab Labor 


a ® by Marie Syrkin 


[IX ADDITION to the familiar. charges about 


Zionist “imperialism” and the “landless Arab” 
—phantoms to be laid only to rise again—we 
now hear about the “boycott” of Arab labor. A 
statement of Ben-Gurion’s is widely misquoted; 
horror-stricken champions of Arab rights point 
to the picketing of “Arab labor”. Presumably 
responsible journals carry information to the effect 
that the chief purpose of the Jewish Federation 
of Labor is to keep work from the hungry Arab 
masses. In short, a mixture of ignorance and 
wilful misrepresentation is combining to create a 
far from flattering picture of the Palestinian labor 
movement. From some sources the public is get- 
ting a view of the Histadut as a group, which 
having gotten a stranglehold of the Palestinian 
labor market, is determined to defend this in- 
decent monopoly at all costs. Honest Arab toil- 
ers, seeking to earn their daily bread, are kept 
from work by the vigilant egoism of the organized 
Jewish workers of Palestine. 

The fact that these charges are false will not 
prevent their regular repetition in certain quarters; 
nevertheless, the uninformed should know the 
exact position of the Histadut in regard to Arab- 
Jewish relations. What truth is there behind the 
barrage of malicious phrases calculated to wring 
the sympathies of a liberal public? 

In the first place, no one realizes better than 
the Palestinian labor movement that the interests 
of the Jewish masses cannot be divorced from the 
interests of the Arab masses. In view of the 
libellous propaganda about the Histadrut’s atti- 
tude towards the Arab worker now prevalent, it 
is important to note the official declaration of the 
Palestinian Labor movement on this crucial ques- 
tion. In 1928, the General Federation of Jewish 
Labor in Palestine and the Zionist Socialist Labor 
Party submitted a joint statement on this and al- 
lied problems to the British Commonwealth Labor 


Conference. These are the words of the docu- 
ment: “The Jewish labor movement considers 
the Arab population as an integral element of 
this country. It is not to be thought of that Jewish 
settlers should displace this population, nor estab- 
lish themselves at its expense. This would not 
only be impossible both from the political and the 
economic stand-point, but it would run counter to 
the moral conception lying at the root of the 
Zionist movement. Jewish immigrants who come 
to this country to live by their own labor regard 
the Arab working man as their compatriot and 
fellow worker, whose needs are their needs and 
whose future, their future. The realization of 
Zionism is therefore envisaged as the creation of 
a new economy, not to replace the existing Arab 
economy, but to complement it.” 

The Palestine Labor Movement is too realistic 
as well as idealistic, not to understand that a 
great mass of backward, unorganized native 
workers is a constant menace to the higher-paid 
Jewish worker. It knows very well that the econ- 
omic status of the Arab worker must be raised 
not only for the sake of the Arab but to preserve 
the standard of life of the Jewish worker who 
will otherwise be driven to the wall by the pres- 
sure of cheaper labor. 

The Histadrut has been occupied with the 
problem of organizing Arab workers for years. 
It maintains a special department for this purpose 
whose object is first to organize Arabs employed 
in government projects such as the postal service, 
the telegraph and the railroads. The first at- 
tempt to organize Arab and Jewish workers in 
one union was with the railway workers. The 


Histadrut succeeded in organizing a considerable 
section of the Arab railway workers within a joint 
Arab-Jewish union. Though such joint unions are 
more feasible in government projects than in any 
other, the practical difficulties of joint unions 
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raised the question of the best method of unioniz- 
ing Arab labor. 


There are certain obvious objections to admit- 
ting Arab workers to the Histadrut. The differ- 
ences in language, background and culture can- 
not be levelled at once. The politically untutored 
Arab and the advanced Jewish worker cannot 
function effectively within one union. The diver- 
gence in their comprehension of economic prob- 
lems is too great. Each group must meet a given 
situation in terms that it understands, otherwise 
there is the danger that the energy of the union 
will be dissipated by issues irrelevant to the labor 
movement as such. Furthermore,- the Histadrut 
is not primarily a trade-union; it is also a coloniz- 
ing agency, connected with Jewish labor organiza- 
tions in other countries, A considerable part of 
its budget is spent outside of Palestine for hach- 
shara, the training of prospective immigrants to 
Palestine. It maintains many cultural institutions 
of a purely Jewish national character, such as a 
Hebrew newspaper and a Hebrew theatre. In 
view of its essentially national character and the 
diversity of its interests, far exceeding those of an 
ordinary trade-union, it clearly cannot accept a 
group, alien to many of its chief purposes. There 
is no reason why the dues of an Arab worker 
should go toward training a halutz in Poland. 


In view of the obstacles to the organization of 
Arab and Jewish workers within the same unions, 
the Histadrut in 1927 evolved the plan of the 
Brith Poalei Eretz Israel, the “League of Pales- 
tine Workers.” The object of the “League’’ is 
to unite all Palestinian workers, Jews and Arabs, 
into one international league. According to this 
plan the autonomous Arab and Jewish unions 
both belong to the ‘League of Palestine Workers” 
and cooperate within its framework. This pro- 
vides a means for taking joint action in all ques- 
tions affecting both groups, such as the improve- 
ment of labor conditions and the struggle for more 
advanced social legislation. 


The “League for Palestine Workers”, though 
as yet not large numerically, is of great import- 
ance in creating better relations between Arab and 
Jewish workers. The center of the League is 
Haifa where it has enjoyed its greatest success. 
Last year it organized some Arab port-workers 
of Jaffa despite the bitterest opposition of the 
Arab employees, Arab press and Arab politicians. 
These port-workers requested the Histadrut to 
organize them after they learned what the Hista- 
drut had done to improve the condition of the 
maritime workers in Haifa. The organization of 
the Jaffa port-workers went on despite provoca- 
tive acts, lock-outs and violence. Active members 
and organizers were beaten on a number of occa- 
sions. Nevertheless, due to the pressure of the 
League and of the Secretary for Arab affairs of 
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the Histadrut, the government was obliged to 
appoint a special commission to investigate condi- 
tions of labor in the port of Jaffa. During the 
present strike, those port-workers who were mem- 
bers of the ‘League for Palestine Workers’’ re- 
mained at work and even transported Jews from 
Jaffa to Tel Aviv, so saving many Jewish lives at 
risk to themselves. 

In Haifa, the League organized evening courses 
in Arabic, English and Hebrew for Arab workers. 
Arab workers participated for the first time in 
May first celebrations in 1935. The same year 
also saw the election of the first representative of 
Arab workers to the municipal administration of 
Haifa. The comparative failure of the anti-Jew- 
ish general strike in Haifa may be aseribed to the 
influence of the ‘League of Palestinian Workers”. 

There have been many occasions on which the 
Histadrut supported Arab workers. It helped 
a group of Arab factory workers in Jaffa to ob- 
tain better pay and shorter hours. It helped the 
Arab carpenters and garment workers of Haifa 
to secure a nine-hour instead of a fourteen-hour 
day. Jewish labor members of the town councils 
in mixed municipalities have consistently cham- 
pioned the rights of the lower grades of municipal 
employees most of whom are Arabs. The His- 
tadrut has constantly worked for social legislation 
such as an eight-hour day, a minimum wage, sick 
pay, etc., although the chief beneficiaries of such 
legislation would be Arab workers since most 
enterprises employing Jewish labor have already 
adopted most of the elements of such legislation 
because of the strength of the Jewish Federation 
of Labor. It is the Arab employed by Arabs or 
engaged in government works who requires the 
protection of the proposed measures. 


However, despite the efforts of the Histdarut 
to organize the Arab worker, the results have not 
been all that one might wish. The first stumbling 
block has been the apathy of the oriental laborer 
to whom conceptions of labor unionism are com- 
pletely new. This apathy is reinforced by the 
active antagonism of the Moslem clergy and the 
Arab landed gentry who are interested in keeping 
the Arab masses uninfected by “revolutionary” 
ideas. For instance, the demand of the Haifa 
Arab workers for an eight-hour day was de- 
nounced by Moslem “patriots” as a menace to 
country and religion. 


Though the Histadrut has not succeeded in 
organizing as many Arab workers as one might 
wish, the influence of a flourishing labor movement 
in the country has not been without effect. There 
is a greater class-consciousness now among the 
Arab masses. This growing class-consciousness 
has been further increased by the importation of 
Arabs from Syria and other adjacent Arab coun- 
tries prepared to work for incredibly low wages. 
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The Arab press and Arab political leaders have 
been attempting to exploit this phenomenon to 
their own advantage. An Arab “nationalist” 
workers’ movement has been started under the 
sponsorship of the powerful patriarchal clans, the 
Nashashibis and the Husseinis, as well as Jstaklal, 
a typically fascist organization. These ‘‘nation- 
alist’’ trade unions follow the stereotyped fascist 
pattern. They are completely dominated by the 
Arab nationalist parties, and like Italian ‘“‘cor- 
porations” include the employer as well as the 
employee. These supposed workers’ organiza- 
tions rarely undertake action against the employer. 
Their chief activity consists in creating anti-Jewish 
feeling. They carry on a furious propaganda 
against the Histadrut, ostensibly for nationalist 
reasons. It is clear, however, that the wealthy 
feudal landowners in control of these unions are 
interested in diverting the Arab masses from any 
real workers’ movement modelled on the Histad- 
rut, substituting instead what amounts to a com- 
pany union with “patriotic’”’ coloring. The Arab 
leaders have brought nothing but ill to the Arab 
workers. One of the largest strikes in the country 
was that in the Iraq Petroleum Company. The 
strike was conducted with the support of the His- 
tadrut which gave money and direction. Public 
opinion was in favor of the strikers, who had 
every prospect of victory. At the last minute 
Nashashibi intervened by concluding an unfavor- 
able agreement to the detriment of the workers. 
A second large strike in a Jaffa quarry, conducted 
at first by the “patriotic” trade-unions was accom- 
panied by anti-Jewish propaganda. The strike 
failed. Finally, a not wholly ignominous settle- 
ment was secured through the intervention of the 
League for Palestine Workers. This was achieved 
even though the majority of the workers in the 
quarry were not members of the League. 


Curiously enough, the Palestinian communists 
support these “‘nationalist’’ unions very strongly, 
despite the obvious fascist character of their lead- 
ership and their anti-proletarian purpose. An in- 
stance of how the communists advance the class 
struggle in Palestine may be gathered from the 
following: A few months before the present dis- 
turbances the government was building schools in 
Jaffa. The Jewish contractor, affliated with the 
contracting department of the Histadrut, em- 
ployed an equal number of Jews and Arabs. The 
Arab unions picketed the enterprise, insisting on 
100% Arab labor. The demand that the Jewish 
workers be ousted received the whole-hearted en- 
couragement of the Palestinian communists. In 
all labor disputes, the communists work not only 
in opposition to the Histadrut but in complete 
harmony with the fascist Istaklal. 


This brings us to the question of the much pub- 
licized Kibbush Avodah, the ‘“‘conquest of labor.” 
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What does the Histadrut mean by its struggle 
for “Jewish labor.” The phrase ‘conquest of la- 
bor’’ has furnished opponents of Zionism ammuni- 
tion for some of their happiest fusillades, but 
what is the actual significance of the term? It 
means nothing more nor less than the right of 
the Jew to work. A fundamental tenet of labor 
Zionism holds that Palestine be reconstructed not 
through the exploitation of cheap Arab labor by 
Jewish entrepreneurs but by Jewish workers en- 
gaged in agriculture and industry. A Jewish na- 
tional home implies a restratification of the Jew- 
ish masses, a transformation of petty tradesmen 
into productive workers. On any other terms a 
Jewish homeland becomes inconceivable since ob- 
viously the purpose of Zionism is not to create a 
convenient sphere of exploitation for Jewish capi- 
talists but a center for Jewish mass immigration. 
Equally obviously, there cannot be Jewish workers 
unless there is work for them to do. 

Three factors militate against the Jewish worker: 


1) The Arab employer will naturally not con- 
sider the organized, more expensive Jewish work- 
er, even if nationalist reasons did not obtain. 

2) The government and municipalities employ 
an overwhelming majority of Arab workers, des- 
pite the fact that most of the taxes come from 
Jewish sources. ‘ 

3) Many Jewish employers, especially in the 
plantation belt, employ cheap Arab laborers, fre- 
quently importing them from Hauran and Syria, 
in preference to the better-paid Jewish worker. 

Naturally the Jewish worker does not expect 
to penetrate the Arab labor sector. He does not 
expect more than parity in government works or 
municipal enterprises. (According to present fig- 
ures, 80 to 90% of workers in government enter- 
prises are Arabs.) But, unless he is prepared for 
individual and national extinction, he must de- 
mand that purely Jewish avenues of employment 
be open to him. Both as a Jew and as a worker 
he must wage a fight against,.the Jewish capitalist 
who seeks to displace the organized Jewish work- 
er with unorganized, readily exploitable Arabs. 
The picketing of Jewish colonies where Arabs are 
employed is not so much a demonstration against 
the Arab employee as against the Jewish employ- 
er. Unless vigorous action is taken by the His- 
tadrut, there is the danger that Jewish labor will 
be totally excluded from the Jewish colonies. The 
Arab labor market is safe from the Jewish work- 
er.. Cheap labor need never fear the competition 
of highly paid labor. But the only sector of labor 
open to the Jewish worker, the Jewish one, is 
constantly threatened by the invasion of non-Pal- 
estinian as well as Palestinian Arabs. By no con- 
ceivable stretch of the imagination does justice 
to the Arab demand the complete surrender of 
the right of the Jew to work. 
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In this connection, it might be well once and 
for all, to dispose of the libellous misquotation of 
Ben-Gurion which keeps cropping up. Indignant 
writers in a number of publications, among them 
The Nation and The New Masses, have quoted 
Ben-Gurion as saying “Just as it is unthink- 
able for a Jew to open a house of prostitution in 
one of the Jewish villages, so unthinkable must it 
be for a Jew to employ Arabs.” The actual words 
of Ben-Gurion, an excerpt from a speech protest- 
ing the boycott of Jewish labor by Jewish planta- 
tion-owners, were, “To open a house of prostitu- 
tion is a lesser disgrace than to deprive Jews of 
their labor on the soil of Palestine.” Misquoting 
scripture to one’s purpose simplifies any contro- 
versy. The communist Freiheit (Dec. 15, 1935) 
offered its readers, as a gesture of good faith, a 
photostatic copy of the Hebrew text of Ben-Guri- 
on’s words as reproduced in Haaretz March 10, 
1932. Relying on the public’s ignorance of Heb- 
rew, it did not hesitate to use the wholly different 
Hebrew text as evidence of the accuracy of its 
vicious mistranslation. 

The most scrupulous cannot cavil at the Histad- 
rut’s defense of its members’ right to work in 
Palestine. Furthermore, the Jewish labor move- 
ment dreads the creation of a status in the planta- 
tion-belt according to which the word “Jew” will 
become synonymous with ‘“‘employer”. Should a 
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class of Jewish exploiters fattening on a class of. 
Arab exploited be permitted to develop, then the 
Arab class struggle would coincide with the na- 
tional struggle. Such a situation would be as in- 
jurious to the Jewish settler as to the Arab. 

Since the leaders of the Histadrut have been 
viciously misrepresented in the general press, per- 
haps it might be well to quote again from the 
official pronouncements of the labor movement. 
(Reply to questionaire submitted to British Com- 
monwealth Labor Conference, 1928) 

“If we wish to secure the peaceful existence of 
different races inhabiting the same country, we 
must regard as a preliminary condition the neces- 
sity of ensuring absolute equality not merely be- 
tween individuals of different races, but also be- 
tween the different races themselves. . . . The La- 
bor movement can assist to that end by organizing 
the labor elements of all national and races for a 
combined effort to raise the cultural and social 
status of these workers and for introducing ade- 
quate social and agrarian legislation. Such an 
organization must pay due regard to the rights 
and culture of each of the races involved, and 
assist the autonomous development of each section 
of the population on the basis of absolute equal- 
ity.” 

Al of the Histadrut’s Arab activities spring 
from this fundamental concept. 


Portrait of Leon Blum 


HO is now, to a large extent, holding the 
future of European democracy in his hands? 
He came to power at a decisive moment. And 
the moment as well as the way in which he as- 
sumed his responsibility characterize the man: per- 
sonal ambition certainly did not lead him to power. 
After the previous electoral successes of the 
French socialists and of the French left, serious 
reproaches were made against the socialists and 
against Léon Blum personally for not forming co- 
alition governments with the middle class radical 
socialists. This attitude was interpreted as weak- 
ness, as a fear of governing. But the motives 
were altogether different. Never in previous elec- 
tions did the workers march in the same front; 
never did the forces of the left agree on a govern- 
ment program for immediate action. The reac- 
tionary danger had to be more immediate to make 
the radical-socialists ready for a program suf_- 
ciently keen and far reaching to make it acceptable 
to the worker. Blum in his thorough knowledge 
of foreign countries and their experiences did not 
wish to repeat the sad experiences of labor parties 
elsewhere, 


® by Tony Sender 


He was not motivated by the lack of courage,— 
the accusation made by people who did not know 
his character. This he proved strikingly when the 
result of the last elections became known and the 
S.F.I.O. emerged as the strongest party in the 
land. Without consulting anybody he announced 
his immediate readiness to take the Premier’s 
post. 


Léon Blum rose within a very short time to in- 
disputed leadership in the French socialist party, 
though rather late in life. One evening in Paris, 
when together we left the newspaper-office of the 
Populaire for his home, we both tried to forget 
politics for a moment. Blum talked to me of the 
years before he became active in politics (though 
he was a member of the socialist party in early 
youth, having become one in the days of the fa- 
mous Dreyfus-affair) and he told me how glad he 
was that he had been able to devote rather long 
periods in his younger years to literature and the 
fine arts. I mentioned to him that I was surprised 
to find his book “On Marriage” professing de- 
cades ago very advanced ideas on the subject and 
treating it with much delicacy and frankness. 
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The thirst for beauty and knowledge that ani- 
mated the young literary critic and writer, accom- 
panied him all through life, making of this labor 
leader one of the most cultured men of his coun- 
try. With his fine sense for beauty he chose a real 
Parisian apartment in an old house of the Quai 
Bourbon in front of the wonderful Notre Dame 
and with a view of the water, furnished in an- 
tiques with single elegance, but no splendor. When 
you entered Mrs. Blum’s rooms you found by con- 
trast an equally tasteful but altogether modern 
furnished home. 


His moderation is the expression of a highly 
cultured and therefore broadminded personality. 
Everybody knows that the position of women in 
France is—as in most Catholic countries—behind 
that of other emancipated countries. And, as in 
Belgium, even in labor circles many are afraid 
of giving French women equal rights, fearing gains 
for the reaction. Blum, as well as my old friend 
Bracke, were not among these faint-hearted per- 
sons. Both fought very courageously for women’s 
equal rights. Years ago, when we discussed the 
question and when I reproached the French party 
for not doing its whole duty in educating and inter- 
esting women in problems of public life, Léon 
Blum declared: “Should I ever become prime min- 
ister, I shall appoint capable women as cabinet 
ministers.” 


I heard others make similar promises, which 
later were not kept. But I knew this man meant 
it. And indeed, before the entire list of the gov- 
ernment was known, we learnt that Blum appoint- 
ed three women members to his cabinet. For the 
first time in French history. And in a country 
where women have no franchise! Let us hope 
that he will succeed in proving by experience to all 
reluctant legislators of his country that women 
are as capable of dealing with public affairs as 
men. He is taking a chance, certainly, knowing 
that the first government headed by a socialist will 
be, more than any previous cabinet, subject to the 
criticism of reactionaries of all tints. 


I have on different occasions heard socialists say 
of Blum that he did not take an immediate and 
definite stand in party controversies and that he 
therefore was not a leading personality. Experi- 


_ ence in different parties of the Socialist Interna- 


tional has convinced me of the contrary. Differ- 
ences of opinion and differences of temperament 
are to be found in every party that is alive. Every- 
one who knows the history of the French labor 
movement cannot ignore the particularly great 
number of splits that deprived the working classes 
of that country of an adequate political influence 
—this country which has given the world some of 
the finest minds of Utopian socialism. If in the 
early days of capitalism the socialists believed that 
they could permit themselves such a luxury, Blum 
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realized that such tactics were not any more ad- 
missible in our days of a highly developed capi- 
talist régime. And it was just this capacity for a 
conciliatory attitude (always combined with 
a lucid view of the political possibilities of a given 
situation) that made him an excellent leader whose 
leadership was never seriously questioned. 


Under his leadership the party maintained the 
longest period of unity in its history—the minor 
separation of the few neo-socialists some years 
ago cannot be called a split. Had he not been 
able to find the necessary synthesis in so many 
critical moments of party life, the growing fascist 
menace would not have been met by the strong and 
united counterforce in France that was built up in 
the popular front. 

With his unparalleled honesty he did not hide his 
view that the head of a government has to devel- 
op qualities different from those of a party leader. 
“You have known me until now,” so he told his 
party friends after he knew he would become 
Prime Minister, “‘as somebody who always tried 
conciliation. But in this fight, we need leadership. 
I do not know whether I possess the necessary 
qualities. That depends on the experience you 
have with me, that I have with myself. Decision, 
courage and loyalty I can promise you.” 

But he also reminded his followers that his was 
not a government of the workers alone; that it 
was a cabinet requesting the victory of the com- 
bined forces of the popular front to which the 
middle-class radical socialists also belonged; that 
he therefore could not promise socialism. But, on 
the other hand, his first deeds proved that he will 
not hesitate to carry through the electoral pro- 
gram. It is an enlightening demonstration 
for other countries: A socialist party which 
after a few days in power has already put 
into practice an important part of its promises. 
The way Blum has handled the critical strike situ- 
ation up to date shows wisdom and a deep under- 
standing of the workers’ mentality. This intellec- 
tual, highly esteemed by all cultural people of his 
country, is very near to the workers. He is really 
their comrade. They love him. I have attended 
mass meetings in his constituency, attended almost 
entirely by proletarians, in which the audience 
showed their great enthusiasm for their represen- 
tative, a fact surprising in view of the way Léon 
Blum approaches his people. He is nothing of 
the demagogue. He is not even an emotional 
speaker. But he wins applause by his wonderfully 
clear logic and his absolute sincerity. 


The degree of this veneration was best demon- 
strated after the mean attack on the socialist lead- 
ers by the reactionaries last February. Never did 
Paris see such a wonderful parade as the one after 
the attack. Hundreds of thousands came out to 
show the warmest sympathy for their leader. 
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Blum has always known that his life was in 
danger. He was warned long ago to be more care- 
ful. His friends were restless, but he has never 
been afraid. Unaffected, he went his way in ful- 
fillment of what he thought was his duty. 

I have heard these last weeks voices of fearful 
people declaring: Blum, who is a Jew (and a con- 
scious Jew!) should not have accepted this high 
responsibility. Why not? Should we make the 
smallest concession to anti-Semitic Jew-baiting and 
assist thereby the notion of the inferiority of 
Jews? Hatred cannot be fought by cowardice; 
but the honesty, courage and boldness of a demo- 
cratic leader are the best weapon against red and 
Jew-baiting. 

The European situation is so complicated that 
these qualities of a democratic leader were never 
needed more than now. In his task Blum meets 
two serious handicaps. One in domestic affairs; 
another in international. The first hadicap is the 
refusal of the communists to enter the govern- 
ment: the fact that they place party advantage 
higher than proletarian solidarity. The second 
handicap is the existence of a conservative govern- 
ment in England with a developing tendency to 
abandon the principle of democracy and the solid- 
arity of war opponents in international affairs. In 
face of a highly rearmed Hitler-Germany, the 
unprincipled policy the British government is in- 
augurating in its attempt to revise the Covenant 
of the League of Nations in a way that would 
practically mean its end is an immediate menace to 
France. 

It is difficult to foretell how this dangerous sit- 
uation can be solved in the interest of the peace 
of the world. And world-peace is certainly the 
ultimate goal of the French Premier and of his 
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people. Nobody can overestimate the importance 
of the difficult task of this first French government 
under socialist leadership. The recognition of this 
importance imposes upon us all the duty of sup- 
porting this great Frenchman and international 
socialist by strengthening the influence and the 
unity of the working masses all over the world 
and by helping to organize collective security. 
We all are directly involved in this fight on 
French soil — it is an important chapter in the 
worldwide struggle between fascism and freedom! 


Correspondence 
EXILED SCHOLARS OFFER RESEARCH 


SIR: 

At the present time there are in Paris a great many 
university men who have left dictatorial countries for 
reasons which do honor to their character. Trained in 
scholarly research, they are in a position to collect from 
the libraries, archives, and museums of Paris and the French 
provinces much material which scholars of other countries 
would be unable to get except through the expenditure of 
much time and money. 

Accordingly, a group of exiled scholars has decided to 
form a Bureau of Research and Documentation, which will 
offer its services to scholars outside of France for research 
in historical, economic, judicial, artistic, literary, scientific 
and philosophical fields. 

The Bureau has research correspondents outside of 
France, It also offers to assist in the buying of books and 
act as a general intermediary in intellectual activities be- 
tween scholars. 

The standards which will regulate the functioning of the 
Bureau are as follows: The price of one hour of work is 
established on the basis of ten French francs for short 
researches. When a long drawn-out research is necessary, 
the price for each hour of work will be lowered, and the 
Bureau will draw up an estimate which it will forward to 
the applicant. A payment on account on this estimate 
(30%) must be made to the Bureau. Settlement in full 
is to be made upon consignment of the work done. For 
the purchase of books the Bureau will advise as to the 
expense which is to be anticipated. 

Communications may be adressed to Dr. V. Modigliani, 
Secretary of the Bureau of Research and Documentation, 
8 Boulevard Ornano, Paris (XVIII), France. 

We, the undersigned, beg to call your attention to this 
new institution, which may prove immensely valuable to 
scholars, and hope that you will help to make it known 
to those whom it may serve. 

Cordially yours, 

MAX ASCOLI, Graduate Faculty of Political Science, New 
York. G. A. BORGESE, Smith College. GERARD COLM, Gard- 
uate Faculty of Political Science, New York. ALBERT EINSTEIN, 
Institute of Advanced Studies, Princeton. ARTHUR FEILER, 
Graduate Faculty of Political Science, New York. GUIDO FER- 

, Vassar College. GUGLIELMO FERRERO, Institute des 
Hautes Etudes Internationaoles, Geneva. MORITZ A. GEIGER, 
Vassar College. EDUARD HEIDMANN, Graduate Faculty of 
Political Science, New York. OSCAR JASZI, Oberlin College. 
GEORGE LA PIANA, Harvard University. EMIL LEDERER, 
Graduate Faculty of Political Science, New York. GAETANO 
SALVEMINI, Harvard University. CARLO SFORZA, Member of 
the Directing European Board of the Carnegie Endowment, Brux- 
elles. HANS STAUDINGER, Graduate Faculty of Political Sci- 
ence, New York. LIONELLO VENTURI, Formerly professor of 
history of art at the University of Turin, Paris. FRIEDA WUN- 
DERLICH, Graduate Faculty of Political Science, New York. 
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BOOK»s 


FROM PALESTINE TODAY 


The following poems appeared recently in Davar. 
They give a moving portrayal of the spirit in which the 
Jewish population of Palestine is meeting the present crisis. 
The young author of “Burning Fields” was born in the 
Emek. He is the son of Tohenkin, one of the founders and 
leading spirits of the kvutza of Ein Harod. In connection 
with his poem, it is interesting to note that when the tradi- 
tional Shabuoth (Pentacost) services were held in Tel Aviv, 
Yiskor (sacred memorial chant) was recited for the produce 
burned in the Jewish settlements in the past weeks. The 
heroism of the Jewish Bus drivers, described in the poem 
“Jewish Chauffeur,” has been notable throughout the present 
disturbances. The poems are significant not so much as 
literature — though in the original Hebrew their literary 
merit is considerable — but as living documents of Palestine 


to-day. 


BURNING FIELDS 


How strange these fields familiar all my days 
Seen in the light of living wheat ablaze; 
Strange the dread sorrow of this glowing earth; 
How strange the quiet Emek of my birth! 


How strange the mountain in the lap of turning 
Pillars of smoke—rocks darkened, hollows burning; 
Silent, with lowered fists, we watch the sight 

Of our fields alien in this alien light. 


Together with our slain, comrades, remember 

Our slopes now sown with smoking stump and ember; 
Cut on our hearts the memory of these 

Souls of burnt fields, the groans of hacked down trees, 


The glaring nights and days when desert men 
Brought back the desert to our fields again! 


MOSHE 


JEWISH CHAUFFEUR 


Be there pavement, be there none, 
Beat of rain or glare of sun, 
Straight the way or steep to tread, 
Jewish chauffeur, drive ahead! 


Down a path or highway wide, 
Drive lain and mountain side, 
Whizz of bullet, glint of steel; 
Jewish chauffeur, hold the wheel! 


Wave the wheat along your ways, 
Be the harvest fields ablaze, 

Not a tremor, not a tear, 

Jewish chauffeur, drive and steer! 


From Sodom vale to Huleh Hill, 

From home to home, drive with a will; 
Bring strength and courage, help and cheer, 
Jewish chauffeur, drive and steer! 


New the danger, new the dread, 
Jewish chauffeur, drive ahead! 
Till the Sabbath rest be won, 
Jewish chauffeur, on, drive on! 


DAVID SHIMONOWITZ 
(Translated by Marie Syrkin) 


ON JEWS IN VIENNA 


A HISTORY OF THE JEWS IN VIENNA., By Max 
Grunwald. Jewish Publication Society. $2.25. 


i ee thick little volume is a very worthy successor to 
three others in the Jewish Community series of the 
Jewish Publication Society. Like the others it is intended 
to appeal to the general Jewish reading public, being at 
the same time an accurate and complete summary of the 
present state of historical knowledge concerning an im- 
portant Jewish community. Of the timeliness and import- 
ance of this account of the Jewish community of Vienna 
there cannot be the slightest doubt. 


Dr. Grunwald is also of all people the one most obviously 
qualified to write an accurate and complete summary of the 
present state of historical knowledge concerning the. Jewish 
communities of Vienna. For many phases of Jewish history 
in Vienna his own research in such outstanding works as 
Samuel Oppenheimer und Sein Kreis provides this book 
with indispensable material. For the most recent history of 
the community, his official position as rabbi in Vienna and 
his personal contacts with its most active leaders make him 
a rich potential source of historical data. And for those 
phases of Jewish history in Vienna where his first hand 
knowledge is less, his acquaintance with secondary accounts 
is encyclopedic. There is an exhausting bibliography. 

Dr. Grunwald has chosen a method rather different from 
that used, for instance, by Roth in his account of Venice. 
He was handicapped to be sure from the start by the fact 
that the Viennese community does not, like the Jewish com- 
munity of Venice, describe a pretty parabolic rise and de- 
cline but lives spasmodically in three distinct metamor- 
phoses. This obstacle to a unified exposition is not over- 
come by the author's method of writing a summary in the 
text of every special history that has ever been written 
about the Jews in Vienna. To do justice to the state of 
contemporary scholarship it was apparently necessary to 
include a section on the Jew as a soldier, on the private 
letters written by Jews in 1619, and even on certain dram- 
atic descriptions of Jewish life in the early nineteenth cen- 
tury which might have proved highly enlightening if they 
had been preserved. 

There is an effort made to counteract the excesses of the 
antiquarian interest in this book by certain general remarks 
and particularly by an introduction and an epilogue. Insofar 
as these passages try to set up general sociological theses 
concerning the life of the Jews, particularly in Vienna, 
they are marked by a singular lack of scientific curiosity. 
The statements made about the development whereby the 
Jews became usurers ignore the position taken by Caro and 
Hoffman for which Viennese conditions might have proved 
an interesting test case. But even in that field where the 
author's own research has accomplished so much, there is 
no effort to understand why Jewish bankers in the eight- 
eenth century were closely associated with the active con- 
trol of the community while their counterparts in the nine- 
teenth century remained aloof. Where such problems are 
raised, the tendency of the author is to answer them with 
judgments of praise and blame. These increase in fre- 
quency as the book enters our own times and give it some 
of the interest of personal reminiscence. In this context, 
however, such reminiscence leaves no strong impression. 
It is to be hoped that the author will some day grant us 
his memoirs and that some other writer will utilize the 
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material so diligently gathered by Grunwald and other com- 
petent historians to write a general account of the Jews 
in Diaspora in which the history of the Jews in Vienna 
will find its proper place. 

B. HALPERN 


AS IT IS—AND MIGHT BE 


LAWLESS JUDGES, by Louis P. Goldberg and Eleanor 
Levinson, Rand School Press. New York. $2.50. 

A PROGRAM FOR MODERN AMERICA, by Harry W. 
Laidler, T. Y. Crowell Co. $2.50. 


N° TOPIC now commands a wider public interest than 
that of the function of the United States Supreme 
Court. Although it was published prior to the decisions 
on the minimum wage and coal control acts, “Lawless 
Judges” indicates the basis for these and other decisions 
and in fact covers the whole range of the judiciary, both 
local and national. A virtue of the study, which carries 
an introduction by Morris R. Cohen, is its simplicity in the 
exposition of basic legal principles. In proving its thesis 
that judges have “usurped powers” that rightfully belong 
to the legislative branch of our government, the book quotes 
not only from famous cases but from local and little known 
decisions. The facts lead naturally to a great amount of 
discussion of the rights of organized labor, but those in- 
volving the violation of religious and civil liberties both in 
peace and in war-times are also included. The evidence 
shows that deprivation of civil and other rights by court de- 
cisions has been steadily on the increase since the 19th cen- 
tury. The book is not confined to the holdings of reaction- 
aty judges alone; but the authors place no great reliance on 
liberal judges in a situation marked by class conflict, as 
witness their citing of Justice Holmes’ decision in three 
famous war-time cases. The picture of America presented 
is not a pretty one. Drastic remedies are necessary and 
the authors do not feel that the proposed Hillquit Workers’ 
Rights Amendment, which would make social legislation 
the province of legislative bodies is in itself sufficient. 
They propose the establishment of legislative commissions 
to hear complaints against judges and to prepare the testi- 
mony for impeachment proceedings which shall be provided 
at the same time that the process of impeaching is itself 
simplified. These three steps are preliminaries to proposals 
for recall of judges and of decisions. 


Dr. Laidler’s “Program for America” covers a far wider 
range of problems—in fact all those social problems which 
are remediable by public action. His assumption is that 
the struggle “is being fought not on one front alone, but 
on many fronts” and that it is within the realm of possibility 
to proceed on all if we are to “reverse our present drift” 
and to build a “secure and abundant civilization”. He 
therefore proceeds to present an amazing array of facts 
in the fields of child labor, housing, labor legislation, social 
insurance, civil liberties, public utilities, banking, agriculture, 
natural resources public works taxation international affairs 
and constitutional problems. At the end of each chapter 
he outlines suggested programs and indicates his own choice. 
The book does not claim to bring forth new or startling 
facts but to include in one volume a ‘thandbook” of prob- 
lems and programs. The aim is to awaken a sense of 
responsibility in the reader and to point the way modestly 
enough for a short-run “four year” program of action. 
It is obviously intended for extensive use, where it can 
reach both “conservative and liberal” rather than as a tract 
or outline of revolutionary tactic for members of Dr. Laid- 
ler’s own party. Despite, or perhaps because of its 
sober presentation, this exhaustive picture of what is wrong 
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with America and what it might be, may however prove 
revolutionary material in awakening students and members 
of the professional and salaried groups to a determination 
that they can, in organized fashion help to present an intel- 
ligent offensive to the forces threatening the security and 
the liberty of the great masses of the American people. 
BLSIE GLUCK 


ZIONISM OUTLINED 


SHORT HISTORY OF ZIONISM. By Shoshana Harris 
Sankowsky. Avukah: American Student Zionist Federa- 
tion, 35c. 


r NEEDS no Gibbon or Macaulay to make a history of 
Zionism fascinating reading; its fascination is part of 
the stuff it is made of. Mrs. Sankowsky’s “Short History” 
is almost breathless reading. It is not always, however, the 
breathlessness of rapid pace. Too often it is the breathless- 
ness of wonder at the author's agility in getting over gaps 
and precipices on bridges of flimsy cgnstruction. Not that 
all the important facts are not there. Indeed they are, in 
all their amazing, meteoric succession: From the early theo- 
retical and practical efforts in the 19th century, to the Pal- 
estine of Frumkin’s pamphlet in 1936; from the first con- 
gress to the 19th; from Herzl’s awakening at the Dreyfus 
trial, to Sokolow’s last months; from Hess, Pinsker, and 
Ahad Ha’am, to the latest theorizing of the Hashomer Ha- 
tzair; from Bilz to the new German Youth Aliya; from 
the first Kvutzot, to the latest achievements of the Histad- 
rut; from the first appearance of parties in Zionism, to 
the multiplicity of groups in the last two congresses. A 
mighty maze, but, alas, without a plan. Event succeeds 
event with frequently no apparent relation between them. 


It needs no fusion of Hegelian Idealism and Marxian 
Materialism to perceive and formulate the “plan”, the in- 
herent and inevitable dialectic, of Jewish existence, both on 
the economic and on the ideological levels—from the eman- 
cipation at the end of the 18th century to recent develop- 
ments in Zionism. It has been formulated in a variety of 
ways by Pinsker, Herzl, Borochov, Brenner, Gordon, and 
more recently, Namier and Lewisohn. With different em- 
phases, often from radically contradictory points of view, 
it is fundamentally the same process they are all attempting 
to translate into language. None of this organic historical 
process seems to be implied in Mrs. Sankowsky’s little book. 
It therefore remains unexplained why, for example, in the 
1860's “in the West, people were beginning to be dissatis- 
fied with emancipation, whereas in the East . . . dreams of 
emancipation filled the minds of most of the intelligentsia.” 
Nor is it suggested what, if any, relation or continuity there 
is between the Jewish problem and Zionism in the 19th 
century, and their more recent configurations. 


Where Mrs. Sankowsky does attempt to see a problem 
in its larger dimensions, it is in the direction of materialism 
that she errs: the emancipation, according to the author, 
was a result of “the new capitalism and industrialism” ; 
the ugly consequences of the emancipation were engendered 
by “the competition between Jew and Gentile” in the wake 
of the industrial revolution ; Pinsker’s shortcoming was that 
“he failed to grasp the economic implication altogether”. 


But when all is said and done, this is a useful little book. 
It is a comprehensive outline, but just a bit too skeletonic. 
The chronological chart, presenting in parallel columns im- 
portant developments in world and Jewish history, in Zion- 
ist theory, in Zionist organization, and in Palestine, will be 
very helpful to students. And the bibliography at 
the end, while far from being exhaustive, will, it is hoped, 
lead the student to put skin, flesh, and blood on the dry 
bones, and bring them back to life. 

ISAAC FRANCK 





26 


Presenting Eretz 


TERROR FAILS 


: ape reign of terror in Palestine is still going on. Al- 
most every day new grain fields are set ablaze and 
thousands of orange-trees and grape-vines are uprooted. 
In Mishmar Ha-Emek and Ginigar alone, Arab bands burnt 
down over 38,000 trees. Cutting down of telegraph wires, 
polluting of wells, throwing bombs at homes and passing 
trains, and shooting from ambush are still almost daily 
affairs. The list of dead and wounded grows longer and 
longer. Official statistics given out June 1st total 28 Jews, 
39 Arabs, and 2 European Christians killed; 105 Jews, and 
200 Arabs injured. 

Nonetheless, the Arab objectives of terrorizing the 
Yishuv (Jewish settlement) and world Jewry have definitely 
failed. If anything, it stiffened Jewish determination to 
maintain and strengthen its position. During the month 
of May, 2200 new Jewish settlers came to Eretz Israel 
through the Haifa port, in addition to 1,105 Jewish tourists. 
(These figures do not include Jews who entered by the 
land frontiers.) And in Palestine proper, the Yishuv con- 
tinues uninterruptedly its multifarious activities. A week 
after the anti-Jewish riots started, there began the breaking 
of new roads in Kiryat Moshe on the western outskirts of 
Jerusalem. The work goes on. On May 12, engineers 
started digging for water in Shefia and after two weeks 
discovered it at a depth of 25 meters, whereupon the entire 
settlement went wild with joy. It had good cause for re- 
joicing. Soil hitherto waste land has become irrigable and 
a new triumph in reclamation has been achieved. 


THE SONG OF HOPE 


Confidence in the Jewish future remains unshaken. Char- 
acteristic of the mood dominating the Yishuv is the chil- 
dren’s elegy on the burning trees. On the eve of Shebuot 
(Harvest Festival) the Tel Aviv members of the Labor 
Youth organization (Noar Oved) assembled to observe the 
holiday. As part of the ceremonial, one of the youngsters 
chanted: “Let us remember the golden stalks in the fields 
of Israel that have gone up in flames even before the 
harvest set in. . . . Let us remember the souls of the burn- 
ing trees, the suffering of the uprooted orange groves and 
of the cut down grape-vines. Let not the heart of the 
worker despair . . . hoe in the place of every burnt stalk 
many others shall rise, and every cut down tree will be 
replaced by thousands of new ones which will give shade 
and fruit.” 


THE WORLD WILL UNDERSTAND US 


The Yishuv displays the same mood of undauntedness 
in the very presence of the dead. On June 1, the hitherto 
unknown young Hebrew University student, I. Shaked, 
standing before the open grave of his murdered comrade, 
Rachman Kalantarub, solemnly declared: “We too, can 
behave like the Arabs. Anyone can murder from ambush. 
We say to the Arabs: remerhber that you are playing with 
fire. But we have come to build, and not to kill... . We 
are here not to capture an alien country, for we have come 
to our only fatherland. We have no other place whither 
to go. This is our only country. Therefore our stren 
is greater than yours. We will neither leave nor be dis- 
lodged. And you will not lop off the fulfillment of our 
dream. The Government and the Arab people will be held 
responsible. If they fail to understand, the world will 
understand us.” 


JewisH FRONTIER 


Israel 


THE STRIKE BY TERROR 


The Arab racial strike is apparently on the rocks. Rich 
land-owners who at first supported the movement now 
find that they bit off more than they can chew. On June 
2, numerous wealthy landowners and merchants were re- 
ported to have fled to neighboring countries, the majority 
going to Alexandria and Cairo in Egypt. The reason: 
youthful leaders tried to levy contributions by sending them 
letters saying: “Cough up or we'll murder you!” Conse- 
quently various notables in Jaffa appealed to the High 
Commissioner to extricate them from the impasse in which 
they now find themselves. In Haifa, on June 13, monied 
Arabs complained to the government of being terrorized 
by nationalists. More important than the balking of the 
wealthy is the reaction of the Arab masses. On May 24, 
300 Arabs offered their services to the Haifa port where 
work has proceeded normally despite energetic efforts by 
the strike committee to paralyze this artery of commerce. 
On May 27, leaders of the Bedouin tribe of Zevac, which 
has harrassed the Jewish settlement of Kfar Tabor and en- 
gaged British troops in open combat, made a formal offer 
of peace to the settlement and to the authorities. On May 
28, Bedouin and fellahin near Jaffa appeared before Jewish- 
owned orange groves, asking to be re-employed. On May 
31, a committee of Arab merchants from Jaffa published a 
proclamation denouncing the strike and calling for its 
immediate termination. On June 2, a crowd of unemployed 
staged a demonstration in front of the Jaffa City Hall de- 
manding relief and shouting “End the strike! Down with 
its leaders!” On June 10, Arab villagers from Katra came 
to Gedera, one of the oldest Jewish settlements in Palestine, 
begging for work. Despite continued proclamations by 
the Arab High Committee, the effort to keep up the strike 
is daily becoming more and more difficult. 


THE FASCIST HAND 


It is widely believed in Palestine that the strike would 
long have ceased, were it not for fascist aid received from 
abroad. Already the British Government has officially pro- 
tested against the anti-English broadcasts in Arabic delivered 
from the Italian radio station at Bari. In addition, The 
London Times correspondent in Cairo reports that Italy is 
spreading propaganda amongst Arabs on the one hand and 
amongst “‘certain Zionists” on the other hand. (Who these 
“Zionists” might be, it is as hard to understand as why 
placards written in Italian reading “Drive out the Jews 
who are the chief enemies of Europe and Christianity” 
should have been posted in many streets of old Jerusalem 
where but few understand Italian speech.) But despite 
all inexplicabilities, it is obvious that the Arab Strike Com- 
mittee must be receiving large sums of money from a foreign 
country—apparently from fascist Italy. In Jerusalem about 
200 men have regular jobs to conduct strike activities. 
Losses occasioned by the closing of shops are made up 
to merchants and food is distributed. Striking chauffeurs 
get a daily salary, as well as all the flour they need. Some 
10,000 people in Jaffa and 8,000 (17,000 according to the 
Arab press) in Jerusalem receive support from the strike 
committee. In Haifa, strikers are known to be paid in 
advance for the days they strike. The strike committee is, 
moreover, reported to have paid off the promissory notes 
of many Arab merchants who were heretofore unable to 
meet obligations. Banking circles stress that the strike 
committee must have access to many thousands of pounds 
in order to be in a position to redeem those notes. a“ 
ses of the strike committee so far have run into at least 
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six figures. Judging from the exchange of letters between 
the Grand Mufti and the Arab representatives at Geneva, 
Sheikh Shakib Arlson (published in the Falastin), the 
money comes from II Duce’s coffers. 


BLOODY NEUTRALITY 


But not only fascism shares in the guilt of encouraging 
murder and vandalism. The Government, too, is not free 
from responsibility for the continuation of disorders. When 
the outbreaks first started, the Government pursued a policy 
which led many Arabs to believe that the Mandatory Power 
privately welcomed the anti-Jewish demonstrations. The 
Government did not interfere with violent anti-racial propa- 
ganda, was slow in arresting rioters, and virtually counten- 
anced the race strike. Though it is now at least taking 
sterner measures, its conduct is still erratic, not to say down- 
right enigmatic. When a bomb was thrown at the Jaffa 
gate (Jerusalem), Arabs accused as the culprits two Jews 
who happened to pass. The Jews were promptly arrested, 
notwithstanding their protestations of innocence. And 
though it is common knowledge that Arab terrorists scatter 
nails and broken bottles to obstruct traffic, a wise judge in 
Jerusalem actually found a Jewish child guilty of spreading 
broken glass, upon evidence presented by Arab witnesses! 
In order to exhibit “neutrality”, police arrest with “impar- 
tiality” both Jews who defend themselves against attack 
and the real offenders, Arabs engaged in attacking. Censors 
have been ey in offices of Jewish as well as Arab news- 
papers, and the publication of two Hebrew dailies, Doar 
Hayom and Haboker was suspended for the strange reason 
that they exhorted the Government in too strong terms to 
stop rioting and murder. Yet censors permitted the Arabic 
nationalist journal A-Difa to publish a poem by Ali Man- 
sour which read: “We Arabs are all Abu Jildas (a notorious 
terrorist), we shall drive Cohen (a name for the Jew which 
Mansour acquired from the Nazis) out of the country.” 
These governmental tactics, instead of conciliating, have 
only emboldened Arab terrorists. They are bound to en- 
one open revolt of the Arabs against the Mandatory 

‘ower. 


THE FIRST JEWISH PORT 


Though sniping, bombing, and killing from ambush ne- 
cessarily loom large in the foreground of Palestinian life, 
the event now attracting attention in Eretz Israel is the 
opening in Tel Aviv of the first Jewish port in 2,000 years. 
Davar reproduces snapshots of Jewish stevedores carrying 
boxes of orange juice on the first transport sailing from 
Tel Aviv to India. Crowds in Tel Aviv feel highly elated 
over the beginnings of a new maritime industry. A Jewish 
maritime company with a capital of a half million has just 
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been organized. Within a half dozen days, its stock 
was oversubscribed. Jewish longshoremen, stevedores, and 
sailors are organizing a union. Arabs oppose the creation 
of this incipient port in characteristic manner. When on 
May 24 one the ships of the Atid was about to land in 
Tel Aviv, the vessel met an unforeseen reception. Eight 
miles from shore, several Arab boats extended a welcome 
with bombs. Harbor police soon took the attackers into 
custody, and the vessel steamed into port with no mischief 
done. A few days later Arabs in hiding fired at Jewish 
stevedores, This cowardly sabotage did not succeed in 
halting the loading and unloading of cargoes. Workers 
merely threw up a sand wall along the shore to protect 
themselves against possible attack. The failure to stop port 
activities in Tel Aviv was followed by a formal protest 
to the Government, against the erection of the Jewish port, 
by the Jaffa municipality. Davar pointed out editorially 
that the Jaffa municipality had neither — nor expres- 
sed regret when Jews were murdered on its streets, and 
that it was now protesting only because Arab boatmen had 
failed in their plot to cut off Tel Aviv from world commu- 
nication. The conspiracy to block the passage of Jewish 
imports and exports merely served to establish all the sooner 
in Fel Aviv the inevitable Jewish harbor. 


BUILDING NOT BOMBING 


Observers of the present Palestinian situation cannot 
help but be impressed by the powers of self-control ex- 
hibited by the Yishuv. The Jewish population, despite 
provocation, does not think in terms of enmity toward the 
Arabs. It does not even hate bloody Jaffa which proved 
a death trap to many Jews. Temporarily, four factories 
formerly located in Jaffa have now been set up on the Tel 
Aviv exhibition grounds where the Levant Fair closed on 
June 6. But after disturbances are over, the factories plan 
to return to Jaffa. The new port and the opening of essen- 
tial government offices in Tel Aviv are incidents which 
have no fundamental relationship to the present disorders. 
Even under normal conditions, the economic development 
of Eretz Israel would have required those improvements. 
The anti-Jewish attacks have only hastened the consumma- 
tion of events which would have come about, though more 
slowly, under normal circumstances. As seen by the Yishuy, 
the present conflict is not one between national groups 
doomed to be eternal enemies but rather between the forces 
of construction and destruction, between civilization and the 
desert. As Remez of the Histadrut put it on Histadrut Day 
held at the recent Levant Fair: “Peace, not war, is a his- 
toric necessity between the Jews and the Arabs. That peace 
shall come. The future will belong to building, not bomb- 
ing.” 


Mass Pressure Tactics 


A? THE beginning of the month, the internal conflict 
within the American Federation of Labor held the 
stage along with public dismay over the Supreme Court 
decision on the minimum wage case. The Executive Coun- 
cil ordered the nine unions, affiliated with the Committee 
for Industrial Organization to sever their connections or 
suffer expulsion by July 8th. While in some quarters doubts 
were raised as to whether the Typographical Union and the 
International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union would re- 
main within the Committee, not only these organizations 
but the textile, the coal miners, the oil workers and the 


® by Elsie Gliick 


men’s clothing union have decided either by convention or 
other official vote to remain with the Committee. At the 
last A. F. of L. convention not all the typographers’ dele- 
gates cast their vote for industrial unionism; the re-election 
of Charles P, Howard as president of the union may indicate 
that the organization as such, although itself a craft union, 
will now instruct all its delegates to the next A. F. of L. 
convention, All the unions affiliated with the Committee 
rest in the assurance that it is only the A. F. of L. conven- 
tion itself which can expel a union. Since the ‘issue of in- 
dustrial unionism mustered 40% of the votes and a two- 
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thirds vote is necessary for expulsion, it is likely that an 
even greater proportion than 40% will vote against expul- 
sion. The immediate irritant for this move by the Execu- 
tive Council was the affiliation of the steel workers’ union 
with the Committee. If however, the Council suspends the 
organizations and deprives them in that way of a vote at 
the convention, a split is inevitable. 


Y THE middle of the month, attention had shifted to 
the organization campaign in steel. Hardly had the 
new alliance with the Committee been announced when 
one steel company [eyes the giving of a week’s vaca- 
tion to employees of five years’ standing. The opening up 
of organization headquarters, announcements of a staff of 
200 organizers and an ably headed staff produced a second 
announcement of a general 10% increase from an industry 
that had insisted that it could not increase its wage bill. 
But a similar move in 1919 had only precipitated the influx 
into the union. Then there were no company unions as 
a bulwark; but today the company unions are pressing for 
a national independent convention, making demands for 
better working conditions, electing officers not favored by 
the company and even writing in the name of John L. 
Lewis as their candidate. The preliminary beguiling policies 
are augmented by company instructions to foremen to “go 
easy". At almost the same time, the federal courts handed 
the steel industry a gift in the form of a ruling on a steel 
case that, following the Guffey decision, and the National 
Labor Relations Act is invalid so far as manufacturing is 
concerned. While this virtually stops the Labor Relations 
Board in the whole field of manufacturing, another govern- 
ment branch through Secretary of the Interior Ickes can- 
celled a government contract to the offending company. 

As to the possibilities of another great strike in steel, 
the announcement of tactic is that a strike will be resorted 
to only if employers refuse-to deal with the union. One 
rumor has it that there will be a great simultaneous strike 
in coal and steel on April 1st when the coal agreements 
expire. If true, this means no strike until after the Presi- 
dential campaign. Previously one might have expected that 
Lewis would have used the tactic employed by another coal 
miners’ leader in another hotly contested presidential elec- 
tion. A strike in anthracite when membership was low 
was called in 1900 because it was known that the Republic- 
ans could not risk losing Pennsylvania. What is the tactic 
here involved? Is it the wisdom of such joint action which 
is impossible until April 1st and is Pennsylvania lost to 
the Republicans in any case? One steel magnate, at least, 
was a leading figure at the Republican convention; what 
promise can the Democrats give steel workers? 

Meanwhile in Portsmouth, Ohio, a strike of 5500 steel 
workers broke out; in Maryland another 1500 are on strike 
and rumblings are heard throughout the country. The or- 
ganizing campaign in steel is in many ways the biggest po- 
litical and economic news of the month. This time the 
campaign will not be hamstrung by convenient red-herrings 
~ to be drawn across the trail; there are no two-dozen unions 
involved in the campaign. But should there be a split with- 
in the A. F. of L., there is a chance that organized labor in 
general will meet (what Dr. Perlman has called the first 
great steel strike of the century) its Waterloo. 


fp errel, of course, has always been unified in its 
offensive against labor. The lawyer who presented 


the case against the minimum wage law before the United 
States Supreme Court, Ex-Governor Nathan L. Miller, is 
_ maintained by the steel trust. The wage cut and introduc- 
tion of a speed up for 2500 metal miners in Bessmer, 
Alabama, was introduced by the Tennessee Coal and Iron 
Company, a subsidiary of the steel trust. It is not however, 
as one writer has suggested, that “steel” is dictator; the 
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forces back of steel are the forces back of many anti-union 
industries. 

The most astonishing spectacle of the month was the 
wide-spread public indignation over the Supreme Court 
decision on the minimum wage case. Even the Republican 
camps were stirred; Editor William Allen White joined 
with Hamilton Fish in proposing a constitutional amend- 
ment clause as a’ plank in their platform. But this minority 
movement was stopped by, among other things, William 
Green’s statement to the convention against minimum wage 
fixing (except for women) by the government. No men- 
tion was made of the decision of the last A. F. of L. con- 
vention favorably to study a constitutional amendment giv- 
ing legislatures power to pass social measures; instead Wil- 
liam Green proposed a change to a 6-3 ruling by the Su- 
preme Court. President Roosevelt, citing the Louisiana 
purchase as an instance in which doubtful legislative action 
was not challenged, still believes no amendment necessary. 
He forgets that southern landowners and eastern capitalists 
both stood to gain by the purchase whereas social legislation 
now involves a basic class conflict. 


OW wide-spread this conflict is and how little hope 
there is from reliance on a “liberal” executive is 
shown in the terrorism practised in Arkansas where 3,000 
Negro and white cotton “choppers” are striking for a 15 
cent hourly wage in place of a 714 cent rate. Governor 
Futtrell and that leading Democrat, Senator Joe Robinson, 
say there is no strike, only agitation of “outsiders.” It 
is true Socialists have been active in the Southern Tenant 
Farmers’ Association and three of them have been beaten 
up. But they are in the main Southern socialists. The 
protests of Miss Blagden, a social worker, and Reverend 
Claude C. Williams, a teacher, after an attack on them 
seem as unheeded as Norman Thomas’ request that Presi- 
dent Roosevelt investigate the situation during his recent 
visit to Arkansas. Military stockades, the use of guns to 
force men to work are but a few of the methods invoked 
by the plantation owners. 

In Syracuse, New York, too, a police chief has instructed 
his men to take off their kid gloves and to attack strikers 
in the Remington-Rand “ge The financial sheets of 
the New York Times carried items of a 72% rise in profits 
of this company, at the same time that it announced its 
intention of shutting down its plants in six towns, four 
of them in Upper New York State, employing about 5000 
workers. The use of thugs as strikebreakers in New York 
will not entirely be met by the bill just passed by Congress 
making it illegal to transport strikebreakers across state 
boundaries to interfere with peaceful picketing. But this 
bill is an important step forward. It was passed by the 
Senate almost a year ago and seemed doomed to a quiet 
death until the disclosures of Senator LaFollette’s committee 
on industrial espionage and violence. Congress has voted 
the measly sum of $15,000 for a study in the field 
but we can expect fireworks from this committee. 

After the first hue and cry of union violence in the col- 
lege town of Kent, Ohio, where a seven-week strike of 
2000 machinists had been going on, an official version of 
the events leading up to the wounding of 14 men, seven 
strikers and seven strikebreakers, comes like an unexpected 
fresh cool breeze. It is now clear that the importation of 
strikebreakers, who came in trucks loaded with firearms and 
tear-gas, and who began an offensive against the picket 
line was the cause of the encounter. It was met by what 
amounted to a mass movetnent in the entire area around 
Kent; workers in other shops did not turn up for duty and 
the rubber workers of Akron, veterans in battles with em- 
ployer terrorism, flocked down to be of assistance. The 
strikebreakers not, as in Arkansas, the strikers, have now 
been jailed—and an investigation promised. 
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Having completed this job, the rubber workers’ union 
and its allies in the Committee for Industrial Organization, 
are moving to Gadsden, Alabama, where their president 
was brutally assaulted some weeks ago. Labor in the mass 
production industries is developing a mobile mass organiza- 
tion technique, with fresh contingents sent to every scene 
where workers’ rights are threatened. 

Out in California, 1500 celery workers went on strike 
and a portion of them with the aid of the organized labor 
movement succeeded in wresting the first collective agree- 
ment with employers in agriculture. There is now a move- 
ment on foot to unify all organizations of agricultural, 
canning and ing workers in California into a single 
union affiliated with the American Federation of Labor. 
In a recent article in the American Federationist, it was 
pointed out that for the first time in its history, the A. F. 
of L. has several local agricultural workers’ unions. This 
is building a real bridge between workers in manufacturing 
and agriculture. 

Another news item was the overwhelming vote of the 
Newspaper Guild for affiliation with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. These new elements add to the strength 
also of the industrial unionists, whose cause has been win- 
ning increasing support from state federations of labor, 
local central labor unions and even locals of craft interna- 
tionals. In the Staten Island shipyards, the A. F. of L. 
craft union lost overwhelmingly to the independent ship- 
yard workers’ industrial union which won the Camden 
strike last year. Along the New York waterfront, the rebel- 
lious seamen have called off their strike but are now insti- 
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tuting charges of misuse of office and funds against the 
international officers. 

One word more about the employers in steel and other 
mass production industries. The reports on the activities 
of the Black Legion, whose disclosures shocked the nation, 
stress its Ku Klux character—that is its agitation against 
Negroes, Jews and Catholics and its political tie-ups. Only 
later was the murder of two ma unionists disclosed, 
and a single story only traced the history of the Black 
Legion to the counter movement against the rise of 
a militant steel workers’ union in Ecorse, Michigan. As 
yet, the direct link between industrialists and the Black 
Legion has not been as firmly established as in other in- 
stances, but the preference in employment to imported 
Southern workers over unemployed and experienced north- 
ern workers is only a suggestion of what will be disclosed 
especially with the federal investigation now being de- 
manded, if the investigation is really thorough. 

In all of these effective union activities, the names of 
Socialist trade unionists crop up time and again. Evidently 
the split in Cleveland, caused by the right wing in New 
York, has not diverted the effort of party leaders and mem- 
bers. Although unions committed to Socialist support 
such as those in the needle trades, have come out in en- 
dorsement of President Roosevelt, the leftward swing in 
trade union ranks is unmistakable. If as Samuel Unter- 
meyer suggests, Roosevelt when re-elected will grow more 
conservative, out of the seeds of the mass pressure move- 
ments now going on in the economic field, will arise a new 


political power. 


GERMAN JEWISH REFUGEES 


UTHORITATIVE data on the arrival and settlement 

in Palestine of German-Jewish refugees for the three 
years ended December 31, 1935, has recently been completed 
by the Statistical Department of the Jewish Agency for 
Palestine, and issued by Dr. Werner Senator on behalf of 
the Agency’s Central Bureau for the Settlement of German 
Jews. (Dr. Chaim Weizmann is chairman of the Bureau 
and Dr, Arthur Ruppin is the co-Chairman.) 

From January, 1933, until December, 1935, a total of 
129,699 Jewish immigrants arrived in Palestine through the 
two ports and another 4,841 through places other than 
Jaffa and Haifa, totaling 134,540. Data on German Jews 
was available for mewcomers who reached the country 
through the two principal ports, 

During the three years under review, a total of 24,499 
immigrants came from Germany, representing just 19 per 
cent of the total Jewish immigration. Taken year by year, 
the results were as follows: 











Total Jewish Immigration 

Year Immigration from Germany Ratio 

1933 27,289 6,803 25% 

1934 ~ 36,619 8,497 23% 

1985 55,407 7,447 18% 
Travellers author- 

ized to settle 10,384 1,752 17% 

OTAL 129,699 24,499 19% 


T 
Arrivals other than 
through Jaffa and 
Haifa 4,841 


GRAND TOTAL 184,540 


An interesting comparison is given in the table on 
monthly trend of immigration during the three years. In 
January, 1933, for example, the German arrivals were only 
4 per cent of that month’s figure; in March just 2 per 
cent; in May about 15 per cent. The ratio jumped to 
48 per cent in June, 1933, and was from a third to two- 
fifths of the total for the rest of the year. 

The year 1934 started off with a 34 per cent ratio, de- 
clining to 18 per cent by December of that year, and the 





high mark was scored in April by a total ratio of 43 per 
cent. A falling-off was apparent in 1935, when the ratio 
of German to general Jewish immigration by month fluc- 
tuated between 7 and 19 per cent, 

The citizenship of the newcomers showed that 77 per 
cent of them were of German nationality, or in other words 
17,513 out of the 22,747 actual immigrants (apart from 
the 1,752 travellers authorized to remain) were from Ger- 
many itself and 704 or 3.1 per cent were nationals of other 
countries resident in Germany. There were 3,408 (15 per 
cent) Polish citizens and 1,019 (4.5 per cent) other na- 
tionals who had been living in Germany. The nationality of 
103 or 0.4 per cent was unknown. 


SEX AND FAMILY STATUS 


It transpires that 37.2 per cent of the German Jews were 
either single or came to Palestine as individuals, 22.3 per 
cent were heads of families and 40.5 per cent were the 
dependents of the latter. Counting both adults and chil- 
dren under 17, 53.6 per cent (12,040 persons) were male 
and 46.4 per cent (10,423 persons) were female out of 
the total 22,463 whose sex was known among registered 
immigrants. 

Their occupational distribution while abroad had been 
varied. If it were possible to bring comparative data as 
to their vocations in Palestine a valuable study could be 
made; but this does not now seem tobe possible. 

Taking the figures for the whole three years, the fol- 
lowing are the main classifications: 


Percentage to General 


Type of Occupations Number Jewish Immigrants 


























Agriculture 1,281 87% 
Manufacturing 2,500 17% 
Transport 61 14% 
Liberal Professions 1,969 40% 
Commerce 1,757 86% 
Clerical Profession 838 27% 
Unskilled Laborers 439 10% 

TOTAL 8,345 24% 
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Under the liberal professions, there were 633 physicians 
and 240 engineers, while under commerce there were 1,226 
businessmen and 62 factory-owners. The percentage of 
8,345 active workers of all classes was in relation to 34,532 
of the same pursuits from all countries during 1933-35 
inclusive. It will therefore be seen that of doctors of 
all lands who entered Palestine in that time, 40 per cent 
were from Germany, and a not much lower ratio of people 
engaged in agriculture and commerce. 

The remainder of German immigrants represented 552 
adult pupils, 8,594 men and women of no specified occu- 
pation, 4,941 children and 315 unknown which, together 
with the 1,752 travellers authorized to remain, brought the 
total to 24,499 5 

In the distribution by age, the largest number was be- 
tween 21 and 30 years representing 29.4 per cent, the 
next between 31 and 40 years or 20.2 per cent, then 10 
to 20 years of 17.3 per cent, 1 to 9 years or 12.2 per cent, 
41 to 50 years or 9.4 per cent and 51 to 60 years or 6 
per cent. People between 61 and 70 years were 3.1 per 
cent of the total 22,747 (not including travellers authorized 
to settle) and 0.9 per cent were over 71 years of age. 
No —_— is given in regard to 1.5 per cent of the 
people. . 


RECAPITULATION 


Recapitulating the total data available of the German- 
Jewish immigrants, it will be seen that the citizenship com- 
prised 17,513 Germans actually resident in the Reich, 704 
German refugees from other countries, 3,408 Polish, and 
1,019 from other countries. 

Under categories, there were 8,776 capitalists compared 
to a total of 21,899 (or 40 per cent), 10,082 laborers com- 
pared to 64,875 of all countries (or 16 per cent), and 
2,551 dependents out of an aggregate 23,290 (or 11 per 
cent). The remainder were people of the liberal oul - 
sions with £500 each (30 Germans out of a total 73, or 
41 per cent), artisans with £250 each (336 out of 1,955 
or 17 per cent), people with a secured income of at least 
£4 monthly each (59 out of 72 or 34 per cent) and 812 
out of 4,041 pupils or 20 per cent. 


(Jerusalem—Palcor Agency) 


LEAGUE NOTES 


SEMINAR AT HECHALUTZ FARM 
A SUMMER seminar on Jewish and labor problems will 
be held July 3-20 near Freehold, New Jersey, under 
the auspices of the League, the Hechalutz and other Zionist 
organizations. A distinguished faculty, under the leader- 
ship of Zalman Rubashow, Histadrut delegate, and Dr. Enzo 
Sereni, Palestinian Hechalutz delegate, will lecture on Eretz 
Israel, Problems of the Diaspora, etc. It is possible that 
Ludwig Lewisohn will also participate. (N. Y. Teachers 
note: this course accepted for alertness credit.) An addi-- 
tional feature will be the Poale Zion Zeire-Zion Summer 
School to be held this year in conjunction with the Hecha- 
lutz Seminar. The school will be open to sympathizers 
as well as to party members interested in an intensive study 
of Socialist Zionism. The unusually low rates for board 
and tuition ($2 per day, $10 per week, $20 for 17 days), 
the delightful Freehold countryside, the modern housing 
facilities, the combination of sports, farm life and study 
under famous leaders should prove irresistible. For fur- 
ther details, address: The Camp-Seminar, Hechalutz Org., 
1225 Broadway, N. Y. C. 
THREE IMPORTANT LEAGUE CONFERENCES 
were held this June, one in English, one in Hebrew and 


one in Yiddish, proof of the many elements in American 
Jewry to which the Palestine Labor Movement appeals. 


JEwisH FRONTIER 


1) The National Council of the League met June 6th 
and 7th at the Hotel Pennsylvania, N. Y. Besides members 
of the National Council, representatives were present from 
the Boston, Chicago, Philadelphia, Springfield, and the 17 
New York chapters. Pinchas Cruso, Goldie Myerson and 
Rabbi Samuel Wohl evaluated the accomplishments of the 
League to date and its prospects for the future, emphasizing 
its unique role and its phenomenal success in attracting im- 
portant circles of the American Jewish intelligentsia to the 
ideals of Labor Palestine. Mrs. Myerson was particularly 
pleased with the League’s serious attempts at intensive edu- 
cational work. 

The report of the N. Y. Social Workers’ Chapter of the 
League concerning their activities during the Atlantic City 
Conference of Social Workers was stimulating. (See special 
report at the end.) 

The Chicago Chapter’s ambitious cultural and educational 
program given by Mrs. Claire Shanas, was of great interest 
to the Conference. Reports of Chapter activities were also 
heard from Dr. Anna Mintz, Boston, Dr. P. Shub of Cam- 
den and Philadelphia, and Mr. W. Schreiber, Springfield. 

One of the vital decisions of the Conference was to make 
the Shiplacoff Memorial Forest a major League activity next 
fall. The Conference pledged 2000 trees as its quota. 

2) Special Conference of Workmen’s Circle Leaders. 
Upon the initiative of a number of influential veterans of 
the Workmen’s Circle, Wm. Baxt of Boston, S. Holland, 
prominent Socialist and Labor leader of Chicago, and N. 
Feinsilver of Hartford, a conference was held June 20th 
and 21st at the Pennsylvania Hotel. New York Delegates 
attended from the six League units of Workmen's Circle 
members of Boston, Chicago, Hartford, New Haven, New 
York and Worcester. After a spirited discussion on ob- 
jectives and policies the Conference decided on the follow- 
ing aims for the Workmen’s Circle League Chapters: 

1) To carry on intensive propaganda and educational work 
among Workmen's Circle members concerning the objectives 
and accomplishments of the organized workers’ movement in 
Palestine. 

2) To mobilize financial and moral support for the His- 
tadrut (through the Gewerkshaften Campaign) among the 
Workmen's Circle members. 

3) To recognize the Workmen’s Circle Leagues as part of 
the League for Labor Palestine in the U. S. and Canada. 

A National Executive Committee was formed to organize 
League units of Workmen’s Circle members throughout 
the country. The officers are Wm. Baxt of Boston, chair- 
man; J. Kessler of New York, vice-chairman; Aaron O. 
Weinberg of New York, secretary. The other members of 
the Executive are Oscar Sterman and Morris Tubiash of 
Boston, Samuel Holland of Chicago, N. Feinsilver of Hart- 
ford, H. Sneg of Worcester, Alex Gold, P. Kottler and L. 
Porter of New York. \ 

Zalman Rubashow emphasized the importance, in these 
eventful and decisive days, of mobilizing large numbers 
within the Jewish Labor Movement in support of the His- 
tadrut. One of the important decisions of the Conference 
was to publish a magazine in Yiddish and a number of 
pamphlets on the ideology of the Palestine Labor Movement, 
and on the economic and political problems which confront 
the Histadrut in its heroic struggle to establish a cooperative 
labor movement in Palestine. The enthusiasm and optim- 
ism which prevailed at the Conference offered convincing 
evidence of the great potentialities of the League among the 
Workmen’s Circle members. 

3) Conference of Hebrew-speaking groups of the League 
in ed New York. On Sunday, June 28th, a conference 
took place at the Half Moon Hotel under the auspices of 
the six Hebrew-speaking groups of the League in New 
York, to which were also invited all Hebrew-speaking or- 
ganizations in New York (all teachers’ unions, teachers’ 
training schools the Histadrut Ivrit, and all youth Zionist 
organizations.) Over one hundred people attended. Dis- 
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cussion centred on the problem of the future activities which 
the Hebrew groups must take in order to intensify their 
educational and cultural work, and to broaden their organi- 
zational work. 


NEWARK YOUTH CONFERENCE 

On May 28th, Goldie Myerson addressed a conference 
in Newark of over 100 delegates from 35 youth organiza- 
tions. As a result of her lecture they are eager to carry 
on cultural activities and to conduct systematic courses on 
Palestine. One course is already planned for six or eight 
weekly lectures (starting in October) on Palestine’s history, 
geography, and its economic, political and social problems. 
This course will be followed by others on a of the 
Jew in America and throughout the world. 


A BOOK YOU MUST ORDER NOW! 

The book “Jews and Arabs in Palestine”, Studies in a 
National Colonial Problem, edited by Dr. Enzo Sereni and 
R. E. Ashery, will be off the press during the first week 
of July. The book includes an invaluable introduction by 
the editors, important political essays by Ben-Gurion, Beilin- 
son and Sereni, and a series of thorough factual articles by 
Arlosoroff, Hurwitz, Z. Abromowitz, and Nemirovsky, on 
the social and economic background of the present Pales- 
tinian scene. The book is being published by the Hechalutz 
Organization in cooperation with the League for Labor 
Palestine. 


ACTIVITIES OF SOCIAL WORKERS CHAPTER OF THE 
LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE AT THE ATLANTIC 
CITY CONFERENCE OF JEWISH SOCIAL WORK: 
The National Conference featured two activities spon- 
sored by the Social Workers’ Chapter of the League for 
Labor Palestine. One took the form of a popular evening, 
and the other a business luncheon. More than a thousand 
visitors and delegates poured into the huge meeting hall, 
which was filled with the beauty and — of a 
Palestinian atmosphere—dancing, acting and pantomime. 
At the business luncheon of the League, the following 
communities were presented: Minneapolis, Detroit, Bridge- 
port, Cleveland, Pittsburgh; St. Louis; Atlanta, Ga.; Ithaca, 
N. Y.; Chicago, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Perth Amboy, N. 
J.; Binghamton, N. Y.; New York City, St. Paul; Scranton, 
Pa; Newark, N. J.; Wilmington, Del.; Toronto, Ontario; 
Boston, Mass. The New York Chapter of the League gave 
a report of its cultural and organizational activities. A 
National Committee was formed to organize Social Workers 
League Chapters throughout the country. The following 
were elected members of the National Committee: Chair- 
man: Miriam Lipton, (New York). Vice-chairman: Ellis 
Radinsky, (New York) Secretary: Frieda Ungar, (New 
York). National Committee members: Edward Kahn 


(Atlanta), Abe Cohen (Cleveland), Mrs. Mirviss (Minne- 
apolis), S. Blumenfeld (Chicago), Harold Silver (Detroit), 
Dr. Maurice Pekarsky (Ithaca), Mollie Levitsky (Philadel- 
phia), Miriam Ephraim (Pittsburgh), Rabbi Julian Greifer 
(Binghamton), and Emanuel Borenstein (Boston). 










Mrs. James Ward and Mrs. R. J. Phillips extend 


their sympathy to Mrs. Morris J. Cohen of 
Minneapolis on the recent loss of her husband. 
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YOU WILL PREFER 


White Roe 


On Our Own Private Lake . . . Elaborate Social 

Hall . . . Accommodates 400 . . . Six Tennis Courts 

. . . All Sport Facilities . . . Superior Cuisine. 
Write for Circular 


WHITE ROE NEW YORK OFFICE 


152 W. 42nd ST. 
LIVINGSTON MANOR, N.Y. Tel, Wisconsin. 7-074 





m= A Summer Kvutza =m 
For Young People—Sponsored by 
YOUNG POALE ZION ALLIANCE 


Live and learn the life of Labor 
Palestine in the beautiful Catskills 


“More than a mere Camp” 
ONLY $7.50 A WEEK 
Expert Cultural and Youth Direction 
Similar Camps: Los Angeles, Chicago, Buffalo, Montreal 
Apply: Y.P.Z.A., 1225 B’way, N. Y. C., MU. 4-3429 











GALA PROGRAM 
for JULY FOURTH 












Country Club Atmosphere—Hotel Comforts—All Camp Activities 
—9 Hole Golf Course—Tennis and Handball Courts—Bathing from 
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WHEN you talk about 
Palestine and Jewish af- 
fairs with friends and 
foes, remember that Jew- 
ish Frontier comes out 
each month with a com- 
plete survey of the latest 
events which concern 
you and arouse you. 


PASS your copy of Jewish 
Frontier to a potential friend 
of Zionism. 


OR buy an extra copy avail- 
able on all newsstands. 


OR drop us a postcard with 
the names of those you think 
will want to read the whole 
truth about Palestine. 


Thank you, 
The Editors 
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offer No. 1 


A year's subscription to JEW- 
ISH FRONTIER and a year's 
subscription to Palestine Re- 
view, the new weekly, pub- 




















For a Real Labor Zionist Atmosphere For Stimulating 
Recreation and a Congenial Environment 


COME TO 


NSER 
CAMP 


HIGHLAND MILLS, N. Y. 


The glorious summer colony of 
the Jewish National Workers’ 
Alliance, in the heart of the Bear 
Mountain Country, 43 miles from 
New York City. 


@ EVERY RECREATIONAL FACILITY 
@ THE BEST FOOD 
@ FINEST SOCIAL AND 
CULTURAL PROGRAM 
NEW SWIMMING POOL, 
ze PRIVATE LAKE, CASINO 
Ya $17.50 per week in tents, 
$20.50 per week in bungalows. 
5 Special rate for season, week-end, day 
and for groups. Low Sunday Rates. 


= Also Kinderwelt for boys and girls 7 to 16. 
%s $150 the season. 
For additional information: 
UNSER CAMP & KINDERWELT 


Highland Mills, N. Y. Highland Mills 3091 
New York Office: 404—4th Avenue 





CAledonia 5-1506 AShland 4-9430 





lished in Palestine in English, 
devoted to the interests of 
the Jewish National Home. 


REGULAR PRICE $6.00 


OR offer No. 2 


A year's subscription to JEW- 
ISH FRONTIER and a year's 
subscription to each of these 
magazines: 

Hechalutz 

Jewish Pioneer 
Reconstructionist 

Young Judaean 


REGULAR PRICE $6.00 


Those who already subscribe 
to Jewish Frontier, or any of 
the other magazines, may 
take advantage of this offer 
to have their subscription 
renewed. 


Enclosed please find $4.00 
for which send me 


[ ] Offer No. 1 
[_] Offer No. 2 


Name 
Address 


City 














